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Dear Alumni, Emeriti, & Friends of Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University (SWOSU):
As this issue of Echoes From The Hill reaches you our 
institution faces a challenge unlike any other in our nearly 120 
years of history: the novel corona virus (COVID-19). This global 
pandemic has necessitated dramatic shifts in how we offer 
instruction, how we connect to our stakeholders, and how we 
steward taxpayer and donor resources. One thing that has not 
changed, however, is our commitment to pursuing excellence 
in meeting our mission of providing a quality, affordable 
higher education to all.
As you will see in the pages of this Edition of Echoes special 
things continue to happen here at SWOSU. Students are 
experiencing new ways of learning and living, faculty are 
advancing research and scholarship, and new team members 
have been added to our SWOSU family. And we are privileged 
to continue partnering with the wider SWOSU community, 
including all of you, in leveraging private gifts and volunteers 
to make Oklahoma and the world a better place during our 
second century.
Please continue to visit www.SWOSU.edu for updated 
information regarding SWOSU. We look forward very much 
to welcoming you back to the Hilltop—where we are still 
standing firmly—very soon.
Go Bulldogs!
Randy L. Beutler, J. D.
President, SWOSU
Classes of 1983 & 2002
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SWOSU’S Generous, Visionary “Data Queen”
The Southwestern Oklahoma State University (SWOSU)
Foundation, Incorporated, was established on May 23, 1977 
to raise, steward, and award charitable funds on behalf of 
SWOSU. The Foundation has grown from $500 in net assets 
to over $26 million as of December 31, 2019.
On November 10, 2017, as the Foundation celebrated its 
fortieth anniversary, Foundation Trustee Dianne (Smith) 
Hunter (SWOSU Classes of 1986 and 1990) made history 
when she was unanimously elected as the first woman to 
serve as Chair of the Foundation Trustees. 
As Chair, Hunter and her fellow Foundation Trustees 
worked with SWOSU President Dr. Randy Beutler to provide 
leadership and guidance in furtherance of the Foundation’s 
strategic goals of strengthening philanthropic revenues, 
expanding the donor and gift base, and optimizing SWOSU’s 
centralized digital database of alumni, emeriti, and friends.
Hunter’s term as Chair ended on November 8, 2019, when 
she was succeeded by Foundation Trustee George Cohlmia 
(SWOSU Class of 1971) of Edmond. Hunter remains on the 
Foundation Board of Trustees and serves as Past Chair. 
Hunter and her husband, Dr. David Hunter, have three adult 
children and three grandchildren. The Hunters divide their 
time between Edmond and Weatherford.
Hunter, who many in the SWOSU community affectionately 
refer to simply as “DK,” graciously agreed to a wide-ranging 
interview with Echoes From The Hill for publication in this 
issue early in 2020.
Dianne (Smith) Hunter, SWOSU Classes of 1986 & 1990, is the first woman to ever serve as 
Chair of the SWOSU Foundation, Inc. Board of Trustees
Fast Facts: Dianne “DK” Hunter
• SWOSU Bachelor of Arts Degree (English) (1986)
• SWOSU Master of Education Degree (1990)
• World Traveler
• Former President, SWOSU Alumni Association
•  Former Practice Administrator, Oklahoma City  
Ear, Nose, & Throat Clinic
•  First Woman To Serve As Chair of SWOSU 
Foundation, Inc.
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ECHOES: Okay, DK. Would you please share with our alumni, 
emeriti, and friends what created your affinity for SWOSU?
HUNTER: I guess we should start at the beginning with family, 
of course.
Like so many SWOSU students I’m a fourth generation 
Oklahoman.  My parents, Scott and Marjory (Scouten) Smith, 
farmed in the Hinton area, raising dry land cotton and four 
children. I was number three. My father died tragically in 1956.
In 1961, after my brothers had graduated high school and were 
no longer living at home, my mother decided we would move 
to Weatherford.  My sister, Quannah Smith Steiner (SWOSU 
Class of 1975) and I attended Weatherford Public Schools. I 
missed the first semester of my junior year.  I did attend the 
second semester of that year and attended my entire senior 
year, but I technically did not graduate from high school.
The summer of 1962, my mother purchased a house at 224 
West College Avenue that became Smith House, a rooming 
house for college-aged women. During that era single female 
students were required to live in “supervised housing.” My 
middle school years were spent living directly across the street 
from Neff Hall with eighteen co-eds in our house. 
It was an absolute blast! In later years Smith House would 
become the SWOSU Assessment Center.
ECHOES: What happened after high school?
HUNTER:  I went to cosmetology school in the summers of 
1966 and 1967, and began working as a licensed cosmetologist. 
That experience gave me a tremendous appreciation for 
vocational-technical education.  Many of our SWOSU students 
now prepare for their undergraduate years by first obtaining 
vocational-technology training as a means of supporting 
themselves and paying for the costs of higher education. I think 
this is wise and realistic in the era of continued failure by the 
state government to properly fund state universities.
I was co-owner of DK & Friend, a salon located on College 
Avenue just across the street from the SWOSU Memorial 
Student Union. My partner in that fun and successful enterprise 
was a fellow SWOSU Bulldog, the late Gary Friend (SWOSU 
Class of 1977) from Laverne, Oklahoma. Gary loved SWOSU 
and was fun to be around. His enthusiasm for SWOSU was 
infectious, so I started taking classes as a hobby.  I could be in 
the classroom at 8:00 a.m. and in the salon by 9:00 a.m. 
After about six or seven years the credits started adding up. 
Professor Mona Jean Suter suggested  that I visit the Registrar’s 
Office just to gauge my progress. Much to my surprise I was 
about halfway to an undergraduate degree. I was not in any big 
hurry to graduate, so I spent the next six years continuing my 
“higher education hobby.” In 1986, I received a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in English. In 1990, I would go on to earn my Master of 
Education degree in a single year.
ECHOES: DK, are you saying that you “accidentally” completed 
your first degree at SWOSU?
HUNTER:  Actually, after thirteen years it became a goal of 
sorts.  Only at SWOSU is a story like mine possible. I could 
not have done it without the care and concern of faculty like 
Professor Suter, Dr. Bill Seibert and the late Dr. Jerry Nye.
Dr. Seibert’s role is typical of the “above and beyond” attitude 
exemplified and lived out by SWOSU faculty. I needed a course 
in Latin II in order to graduate in my chosen degree path at my 
desired time. In order to help me avoid waiting another year to 
complete my undergraduate work Dr. Seibert gave up his lunch 
hour for an entire semester to teach Latin II to “a class of one.” 
His selflessness will never be forgotten.
ECHOES: Wow! I think so many SWOSU graduates have unique 
stories about how a SWOSU faculty member or employee made 
the difference for them. Yours is very touching. What happened 
when you completed your studies on the Hilltop?
HUNTER: In 1992, I went to work as a Flight Attendant 
for American Airlines. I spent six years living in New York 
City and flying all over the United States. I opted not to 
work international flights due to the brief layovers and the 
The Hunters have generously 
established multiple 
endowments at SWOSU 
including one honoring 
Dianne’s mother, the late 
Marjory (Scouten) Smith.
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long duration of the transits. This period of my life was a 
professional and personal adventure and I look back on it very 
fondly. I still enjoy regularly corresponding with flight crew 
friends and gathering with The Kiwi Club, an association of 
former American Airlines Flight Attendants.
ECHOES: And you’ve applied the experience you gained in that 
role to helping organize SWOSU’s Traveling Bulldogs program. 
You and David, along with several SWOSU alumni emeriti, 
friends and staff, were on the inaugural trip through the 
Canadian Rockies on The Rocky Mountaineer Railway.
HUNTER: Yes.  That was a wonderful trip.  The SWOSU 
Advancement staff is working to roll out a more comprehensive 
version of Traveling Bulldogs with trips of all types and price-
points.  SWOSU alumni, emeriti, and friends connect with each 
other and with the university on these exciting and enjoyable 
adventures.
I’ve always loved to travel. When David and I married in 1997, 
we decided to adventure across India for our honeymoon.  We 
spent two weeks journeying by trains from Delhi across to 
Varanasi and from there to Darjeeling in the Himalayas then 
onward to Calcutta and to Madras. It was magical and the 
beginning of a life full of travel.
David and I have traveled to Russia with the American 
Academy of Facial Plastic Surgeons. There David and I worked 
with other American and Russian physicians and nurses in the 
Ekaterinburg children’s hospital for two weeks repairing birth 
defects and trauma injuries.
We have cruised the Nile River. We spent 49 days on a global 
cruise with stops in Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia, India, 
Oman, Abu Dhabi, Dubai, the Suez Canal, Jordan and the 
“Lost City” of Petra, Greece, Italy, Spain, Portugal, France, and 
London. 
We’ve visited all of the Baltic States, Sweden, Australia, 
Thailand, Cambodia, Argentina, and Chile, where we had a 
home for five years.
We cruised the rivers of Europe from Amsterdam to Budapest 
and the rivers of China from Shanghai to Beijing.
And we spent an incredible two weeks in South Africa and 
Kruger Park.
Traveling is an education like no other. All of this travel and 
exploration helped me realize what an absolute jewel we have 
in SWOSU and in Weatherford. Our people are diverse and 
inclusive, friendly and welcoming. We are so very fortunate.  
ECHOES: When did you retire from American Airlines?
HUNTER: I was in a serious auto accident in 1998, and unable 
to continue as a Flight Attendant. After a period of recovery 
I began working in David’s practice, the Oklahoma City Ear, 
Nose, & Throat Clinic.
ECHOES: From cosmetology in Weatherford, to flying around 
the country with American Airlines, to managing a medical 
operation, that’s quite the odyssey!
HUNTER: An odyssey for which I was well-prepared by my 
education at SWOSU.  Critical thinking skills, adaptability in 
changing situations, and lifelong learning habits are all gifts 
from my time on the Hilltop that I have used time and time 
again and continue to make use of.
When I began my work with David, he was a solo medical 
practitioner. I dove into the field and immersed myself in 
professional development to improve my understanding and 
abilities as a medical practice manager.  I attended courses, 
conferences, seminars, classes and webinars.  Over the years I 
helped to grow the practice to include five otolaryngologists, a 
physician assistant, an allergist, three audiologists, and twenty-
four employees.
It was a role I relished and enjoyed very much. It was also very 
challenging.  After seventeen fulfilling years I retired as Practice 
Administrator of the Oklahoma City Ear, Nose, & Throat Clinic 
in October 2015.
ECHOES: Let’s back up a bit, DK.  Before you made history as 
the first woman to Chair the SWOSU Foundation, Inc. Trustees, 
didn’t you serve a term as President of the SWOSU Alumni 
Association?
HUNTER:   I did.  And it was a great joy. I succeeded in that 
role an incredible SWOSU alumnus, Dr. E. Vann Greer Andrews 
(SWOSU Class of 1960), who everyone simply calls “Peewee.” 
And I was followed in the role by another dear friend, Mike 
Wilkes (SWOSU Class of 1975). Working together within the 
Association and with SWOSU’s leadership we zeroed in on 
a key issue that the Alumni Association needed to address: 
namely, the optimization, centralization, and digitization of 
SWOSU’s alumni, emeriti, and friends data. It’s a concept called 
“data integrity.”
ECHOES: Can you please elaborate on that?
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HUNTER: Well, consider this.  SWOSU was established in 
1901. Thousands have learned and grown on the Hilltop, in 
our classrooms and laboratories and libraries and athletic 
facilities. Hundreds have been employed. Thousands more 
have invested their time as volunteers and their treasure as 
donors. Sophisticated analyses and effective utilization of that 
data, both at the individual level and at the aggregate level, is 
crucial to helping SWOSU achieve higher levels of excellence 
during our second century. Data is as important to SWOSU’s 
work in engaging stakeholders as research and development, 
“R&D,” is to private sector enterprises. And we can’t efficiently 
and practically make use of that data if it is in several different 
storage locations in different types of media and formats.
ECHOES: Once you identified “data integrity” as a major need, 
what did you do about it?
HUNTER: It was an intensive process of educating Alumni 
Association Directors as well as Foundation Trustees (Editorial 
Note: The SWOSU Alumni Association, along with the SWOSU 
Athletic Association, is a subsidiary unit of the Foundation). This 
is technical, “in the weeds” stuff for volunteer Board members; 
however, it really aligned with the information management 
needs I identified and addressed when I was managing the 
Oklahoma City Ear, Nose, & Throat Clinic.
Eventually, after many meetings and the accomplishment of 
other priorities, we were able to come to a consensus regarding 
the paramount importance to the university’s future of having 
a centralized, properly-maintained, digitally-accessible and 
interactive database of every person who has taken a course at 
SWOSU, been employed by SWOSU, and/or given a charitable 
gift to SWOSU. We engaged external support and expertise to 
work with our staff at Burton House on this monumental and 
complicated effort in April 2017 with the work really getting 
underway in the Fall of 2017 after I assumed the Foundation 
Chair. 
In the course of this “Data Integrity Project” tens of thousands 
of pieces of data, some of them almost as old as the university, 
have been digitized, updated, and made accessible. Tens 
of thousands of duplicate records have been eliminated or 
consolidated. And we are on schedule to deliver to SWOSU the 
first ever centralized, digitally accessible and maintainable 
database of alumni, emeriti, and donors in university history. 
This is an overdue and historic long term investment on the 
part of the Foundation and the Association that we are proud 
to undertake with the objective of equipping SWOSU to better 
raise funds for students, faculty, and programs and to better 
connect with friends who make the institution stronger and 
more resilient.
The Hunters are frequent visitors to the SWOSU Campus. A highlight of their year is 
the annual Holiday Reception & Emeriti Honors where Dr. Hunter’s “light-up suit” has 
become a highly-anticipated favorite amongst attendees!
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I’m so grateful to my predecessor, Carl Hook (SWOSU Class 
of 1967) for laying the groundwork for this to happen. Carl’s 
predecessor, Jim Mogg (SWOSU Class of 1971) also made this 
possible by ensuring that we had the right staff in place to 
manage the execution of such a heavy and nuanced lift.
ECHOES: What does the timeline look like on the “Data Integrity 
Project?”
HUNTER: Our staff at Burton House advise that the project is on-
track for completion in late February 2021.
ECHOES: Just call you the “Data Queen,” huh?
HUNTER: It’s what the other Foundation Trustees call me. 
Seriously! David rolls his eyes once I get going on data. But, he 
knows the passion I have for the subject evolved during my time 
as his Practice Administrator. 
It has been a massive initiative and it seemed like all I 
talked about for so long.  We can joke about it now.  I cannot 
overemphasize the importance of having the right information 
to equip SWOSU’s staff who engage and connect with alumni, 
emeriti, and friends. 
ECHOES: Your tenure as Chair was not just about data, though, 
was it?
HUNTER: When Jim Mogg was Chair he started to move the 
Foundation from a generally passive fundraising position to 
one that is far more proactive. This is an area near and dear to 
me because I served as the first-ever Chair of the Foundation 
Development Committee charged by the Foundation’s governing 
documents with overseeing fundraising. 
Working with the data we had and the data we were beginning 
to compile we embarked on an exciting new approach to 
engagement called “SWOSU Near You!” President Beutler 
and members of our team at Burton House travel throughout 
Oklahoma and other states to “spread the SWOSU gospel” to 
alumni, emeriti, and friends in those areas. Some of these 
gatherings are private fundraisers while others are public 
receptions. All of them help us “bring SWOSU to others” outside 
of western Oklahoma.
During my two-year term as Chair the “SWOSU Near You!” 
approach to connecting with our stakeholders resulted in a 
122% increase in the number of philanthropic donors to the 
Foundation. And we were able to increase our donor-retention 
rate—which is the percentage of donors who give to SWOSU over 
a period of consecutive years—by 10%.
“DK’s” Accomplishments  






increase in philanthropic donors 
to the Foundation
increase in Foundation fundraising  
return-on-investment
increase in total Foundation support  
paid to SWOSU
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As part of our Data Integrity Project we invested in new 
database tools that help us to reach our alumni and friends 
and to identify the charitable causes they care about. This has 
allowed us to build some very meaningful relationships with 
new major gift donors who care deeply about SWOSU and 
the university’s mission. Additionally, we launched The 1901 
Society, a giving society for donors who would like to make 
monthly gifts to SWOSU, and SWOSU Tomorrows, a giving 
society for donors who choose to remember SWOSU in their 
estate planning.  Also, we rolled out informative direct mail 
communications for those who like to give in that vein.
These efforts helped the Foundation see a 65% increase in 
philanthropic contributions, revenues, and commitments 
from our generous donor-investors during my time as Chair. 
During the same period the number of philanthropic gifts to the 
Foundation increased 86%.
All of this has been possible because we chose to reach out to 
SWOSU’s enthusiastic, gracious supporters and to make the 
case for how they can partner with us to impact the lives of our 
students and in the programs that advance learning. We built 
on the work of previous Foundation and Alumni Association 
members and incredible and trailblazing staff leaders like 
Jim Waites (SWOSU Classes of 1969 and 1971) and the late 
Lynne Thurman to help move SWOSU forward and it has been 
exhilarating.
And, of course, I tip my hat to our current head of Advancement 
at SWOSU, Garrett King (SWOSU Classes of 2008 and 2018), 
who has skillfully and faithfully marshalled our people and 
resources to facilitate this tremendous progress for the wider 
SWOSU community.  
ECHOES: In addition to launching the “Data Integrity Project” 
and improving SWOSU’s fundraising operation what other 
aspects of your time as Chair make you proud?
HUNTER: It should be noted, for the record, that we did all 
of this while reducing the Foundation’s Fundraising Cost-Per-
Dollar Raised by 16%. By the time my service as Chair came 
to an end only $0.07 of every $1.00 raised was allocated to 
fundraising costs—the national average is in the neighborhood 
of $0.20. And we increased the Foundation’s Fundraising 
Return-On-Investment by 118%! Again, at the time I turned 
over the Chair to my colleague, George Cohlmia, in November 
2019, for every $1.00 spent on fundraising the Foundation 
raised $13.34 for SWOSU.
But let’s note the most important statistic of all and the reason 
we raise funds.  We were able to increase total Foundation 
support paid to SWOSU by 35% over my term as Chair. 
That means hundreds of thousands of dollars in additional 
scholarship aide to students and in new grants for faculty 
research and campus programs.
We’ve seen significant increases in memberships and 
sponsorships in the Alumni Association and Athletic 
Association. These are strong votes of confidence in the SWOSU 
mission and community and we take so very seriously our 
obligation as Trustees of the Foundation to be worthy of that 
trust and good faith.
ECHOES: You certainly can look back on your time as Chair 
with much-deserved pride and satisfaction. Now, many of your 
fellow Bulldogs and friends have noted you have a not-so-secret 
weapon that has helped you in your roles at SWOSU: Dr. David 
Hunter.
HUNTER: You are 100% correct!
David is an alumnus of the University of Kentucky. He has a 
strong affinity for and close ties to his alma mater because 
that institution has worked hard to keep him engaged and 
connected.  SWOSU is adapting those valuable practices and 
constructs.  David regularly remarks on how at home and 
welcomed he feels at SWOSU.  He has absolutely become an 
Honorary Bulldog. David has been an invaluable partner in 
my role as Foundation Chair. The SWOSU Alumni Association 
honored him for his service in 2015 and he was most worthy!
David and I have not only been able to volunteer countless 
hours but we have been privileged to establish the Hunter 
Endowed Lectureship and the Marjory Scouten Smith 
Endowment. These endowments are our way of trying to 
ensure that SWOSU has a bright future and that its mission 
advances even when we are gone.
ECHOES: DK, you’ve given us so much today, and always. Any 
final thoughts for Echoes readers?
HUNTER: Remember what made SWOSU and The Hilltop 
special for you.  Then invest your time and support in SWOSU 
so it continues to be a special University for future generations.
I am so very proud to be a SWOSU Bulldog!
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SWOSU Awarded Another Accreditation of Business Programs
SWOSU has been awarded another accreditation of its business 
programs.
The Accreditation Council for Business Schools and 
Programs (ACBSP) Baccalaureate/Graduate Degree Board 
of Commissioners notified SWOSU officials about the new 
accreditation by ACBSP.  
Celebrating 30 years of excellence in global business program 
accreditation, ACBSP is the only organization offering 
specialized business accreditation for all degree levels—from 
associate to baccalaureate to doctoral degree programs.
ACBSP accreditation certifies that the teaching and learning 
processes for the business programs offered through the Everett 
Dobson School of Business & Technology at SWOSU meet the 
rigorous educational standards established by ACBSP.
“The business faculty members worked very hard for this 
achievement. Dr. Trisha Wald and Dr. Amanda Evert were 
particularly instrumental in gathering data for the self-study,” 
said Everett Dobson School of Business and Technology 
Associate Dean Dr. Patsy Parker, who led the effort. “The 
standards set forth by ACBSP create an environment that it is in 
the best interest of our students and their future careers.”
Based on the Baldridge Education Criteria for Performance 
Excellence, ACBSP accreditation evaluates aspects of leadership, 
strategic planning, relationships with stakeholders, quality 
of academic programs, faculty credentials and educational 
support to determine whether or not the business programs 
offers a rigorous educational experience and demonstrate 
continuous quality improvement.
“Southwestern Oklahoma State University has shown a 
commitment to teaching excellence and to the process of 
quality improvement by participating in the accreditation 
process,” said ACBSP Chief Accreditation Officer Dr. Steve 
Parscale, who will present the Certificate of Accreditation at 
the ACBSP Conference 2019 in Houston (TX) on June 23. “This 
accreditation is evidence that SWOSU is committed to providing 
the highest quality business education for their students.”
ACBSP currently accredits business programs at nearly 1,200 
campuses in 60 countries.
SWOSU also is accredited by the International Accreditation 
Council for Business Education (IACBE). SWOSU is the only 
public university in Oklahoma accredited by IACBE.
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SWOSU Ranked High in U.S. News & World Report 
Online Bachelor’s Programs
SWOSU is the highest-ranked Oklahoma regional university 
in the 2019 edition of the Best Online Bachelor’s Programs 
in the United States, according to U.S. News & World Report.
SWOSU is ranked #102 in the nation among the 367 
universities that offer online degree bachelor’s programs 
that were assessed by U.S. News & World Report.
Only seven universities in Oklahoma made the rankings. To 
be considered, the bachelor’s programs have to be totally 
online. SWOSU offers two totally online programs—health 
information management and nursing.
“For working adults with some college credit, completing a 
four-year degree online may be the most practical way to 
obtain the knowledge and credentials needed to boost their 
careers,” SWOSU Provost Dr. James South said. “We also 
offer these programs in the classroom for students who 
prefer the face-to-face instruction.”
U.S. News & World Report chose factors that weigh how the 
online programs are being delivered and their effectiveness 
at awarding affordable degrees in a reasonable amount 
of time. U.S. News assessed schools based on four general 
categories: student engagement, student services and 
technologies, faculty credentials and training, and expert 
opinions.
It is the second straight year that SWOSU has been highest-
ranked Oklahoma regional university in the rankings.
THE SWOSU ALUMNI,  
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A Note on Graduation Rates by SWOSU President Randy Beutler
As we are starting to hear 
more about college graduation 
rates, I think it is important to 
understand how these numbers 
are calculated, what they 
include, and what they do not 
include.
The college graduation rate 
is probably one of the most 
misunderstood and poorly developed statistics in all of higher 
education!
Here is some important information regarding this issue.
Where did the current methodology for calculating graduation 
rates come from?
Reporting college graduation rates is a relatively new 
requirement. In 1985, the NCAA began requiring its member 
institutions to report this data in order to track the success of 
student-athletes in relationship to the student body as a whole.
In 1990, Congress passed the Student Right-to-Know and 
Campus Security Act. The legislation’s intent was that this 
information be available as it would be more useful to students 
making decisions about college. It took five years of rule-
making to construct the current formula.
What is the current methodology for calculating graduation 
rates?
The most important thing to understand is that not every 
graduate is counted in this method. Graduation rates include 
only students who are first-time, full-time, freshmen entering in 
the fall semester. That is a very specific group. The root of this 
goes back to a time when most of our students were traditional 
students. That is not the case anymore, especially at regional 
and two-year institutions. The graduation rate measurement 
has not kept up with the changing times. This number depends 
too much on the type of student an institution admits. 
What does the current graduation rate get wrong?
At SWOSU, and many other regional universities across the 
country, non-traditional students are becoming a greater part 
of our campuses. For example, those who may not be counted 
in the graduation rate group can be students who first enroll 
in the spring semester; students who go to school for a period 
of time and then take off to work for a period of time to pay 
off any debt; and, most importantly, students who transfer to 
SWOSU from another institution. 
What are the real numbers?
For many regional universities, the average graduation rate, 
calculated using the above method, is somewhere around 30 
to 40% over a six-year period. That may sound low. However, 
at SWOSU, our statistics show that nearly 60% of students who 
receive a degree are not included in that number.
This particular method of calculating the graduation rate 
of an institution, and, in turn, determining the “success” of 
a university, should not be based on such a small cohort of 
students, but should include ALL students. 
Why is this an issue now?
Public education throughout our state and country is under 
more scrutiny. And, as with any public institution, it should 
be. However, do not mistake scrutiny for political attacks that 
intend to cripple an important foundational principle of our 
state – affordable access to a quality higher education, the very 
function of the regional university.
Interpreting graduation rates are far more complex and 
challenging than some assert. Because of this, these numbers 
can be manipulated and, despite their simplicity, provide a 
misleading indication of the success of a university. There are 
those who relish the chance to take advantage of this.
We at SWOSU believe that it is important that our students 
succeed. We strive for that every day. However, unlike 
research universities, our students come from a wide variety of 
backgrounds. Many of our enrollees are first generation college 
students. Some are struggling to improve their lives, though 
they may have issues that hinder their academic progress. 
Regional and two-year institutions are here to give these 
students a chance; no matter their background, no matter their 
station in life. It is a noble endeavor that we have, but it is also 
a challenge and responsibility that we as educators do not take 
lightly.
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Bates & Martinez Named Bill & Elois Muncy Scholars at SWOSU
Southwestern Oklahoma State University students Jaycie 
Bates and Julissa Martinez, both of Geary, have been 
named the 2019-2020 Bill & Elois Muncy Scholars by the 
SWOSU Foundation, Inc., in Weatherford.
Bates is a health sciences major, and Martinez is a 
criminal justice major.
The Bill and Elois Muncy Memorial Scholarship Fund 
was established in 2015 by their children—Mike Muncy 
(SWOSU Class of 1977) of Oklahoma City and Jayne 
Muncy Hackworth of Centennial (CO). The fund benefits 
SWOSU students from the Geary, Watonga, Calumet and 
Greenfield areas.
Bill and Elois Muncy were educated in Hinton.  Bill was 
one year ahead of Elois in school, and together the two 
took every math class offered them.  Bill wanted to go 
to college but could not afford it, so after graduation 
he went to work at his uncle’s farm at Geary. They 
understood the value of education and were always 
reading and learning. They always said, “Once you learn 
it, it’s yours for life.”
The Muncys were proud to sponsor National Honor 
Society students at Geary High School, believing 
sincerely that induction into the National Honor Society 
was as important as making the football team. For many 
years, the Muncys delighted in regularly treating the 
honor society students to a steak dinner and a night 
of bowling in Weatherford. The Muncys were quiet 
benefactors of several students from the Geary area who 
could not have otherwise afforded college expenses.
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SWOSU Students Recognized 
with Top Honors at PBL National 
Leadership Conference
SWOSU students were among more than 2,000 of America’s 
best and brightest college students who traveled to San Antonio 
(TX) to compete nationally for the opportunity to win more 
than $110,000 in cash awards. Four SWOSU students received 
national recognition at the Phi Beta Lambda (PBL) National 
Leadership Conference.
SWOSU student Edwin Martinez of Hinton placed first place in 
Public Speaking, while Cassandra Bobbitt of Yukon placed third 
in Justice Administration and fifth in Personal Finance. Breane 
Smith of Chickasha placed sixth in Hospitality Management.  
Cassandra Purintin of Hinton placed ninth in Accounting for 
Professionals.    
“The national leadership conference was a fantastic opportunity 
for students to connect with peers around the country and 
to demonstrate their business competencies in a pressure 
environment much like they will face in their future careers,” 
said Dr. Todd Wiggen, former PBL sponsor.                                                     
The awards were part of a comprehensive national competitive 
events program sponsored by FBLA-PBL that recognizes and 
rewards excellence in a broad range of business and career-
related areas. For many students, the competitive events are 
the capstone activity of their academic careers. In addition to 
the 60 different competitions, students immersed themselves in 
interactive workshops, visited an information-packed exhibit 
hall, and heard from motivational keynotes on a broad range of 
business topics.
These Southwestern Oklahoma State University students recently won awards at the Phi Beta 
Lambda (PBL) National Leadership Conference. They are (from left): Cassandra Bobbitt, Yukon; 
Breane Smith, Chickasha; and Cassandra Purintin, Hinton. Not pictured is Edwin Martinez of 
Hinton.
Kennedy Stewart
SWOSU Student Wins  
Brad Henry International 
Scholarship
Kennedy Stewart of Duncan is Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University’s recipient of the Brad Henry International 
Scholarship.
The international study program, which was established by 
the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education (OSRHE) in 
June 2008, provides a stipend for students to participate in a 
semester-long study abroad program affiliated with Swansea 
University in Wales.
Academic credit for this program is awarded by SWOSU. 
Stewart, a senior majoring in exercise science on the 
Weatherford campus, will attend Swansea University during 
the 2020 spring semester.
The scholarship is used to cover the cost of tuition, fees, room 
and board, books, materials and travel expenses related to the 
study abroad program.
Stewart’s selection was made by a committee comprised of 
OSRHE staff.
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SWOSU Awards 2019-20 Authentic Journalism 
Scholarship to Lexi Clark
Southwestern Oklahoma State University (SWOSU) student Lexi 
Clark of Amorita has been named SWOSU’s 2019-20 academic 
year Jack B. Shelton & Walter Crouch Scholar.
Clark was selected to receive the Jack B. Shelton & Walter 
Crouch Memorial Scholarship for the Pursuit of Authentic 
Journalism by the SWOSU Department of Art, Communication 
& Theater Scholarships Selection Committee after submitting a 
competitive essay entitled Journalism vs Editorial Opinion.
Clark is a junior currently studying Communication Arts with 
intent to complete her undergraduate work in May 2020. She 
has completed an internship with The Weatherford Daily News 
and served as Editor-In-Chief of The Southwestern campus 
newspaper.
“I am delighted to congratulate Lexi Clark on being named our 
university’s 2019-20 Jack B. Shelton & Walter Crouch Scholar 
and am deeply grateful to the generous donors who have made 
this recognition possible,” said SWOSU President Dr. Randy L. 
Beutler. “The names of these two men continue to live on our 
campus as paragons of integrity and creativity, and I know they 
would be so proud to see our students excelling. Now more 
than ever it is crucial that truth and facts be advanced in our 
society. Thanks to a thoughtful private investment, students like 
Lexi Clark can contribute to that worthy cause.”
The Jack B. Shelton & Walter Crouch Memorial Scholarship 
Fund was established in 2017 to honor the life and 
accomplishments of the late Jack B. Shelton and the late Walter 
Crouch. The fund has been generously endowed by Shelton’s 
widow, Margaret Shelton of Oakland (MD), and their children: 
daughter Becky West (SWOSU Class of 1976) and husband Bill 
of Lake Eufaula; daughter Susan Smith of Oakland (MD); and 
son Jack “Barney” Shelton (SWOSU Class of 1988) and his wife 
Wanda of Ham Lake (MN).
Taken together, Shelton and Crouch invested over four decades 
in service to SWOSU. The two men worked passionately and 
diligently to cultivate the university’s distinctive and enduring 
brand and style. Shelton and Crouch mentored and inspired 
many students during their years at SWOSU and left a lasting, 
positive impact on public perception of “the Hilltop.”
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SWOSU Physics Students Present at Regional Conference
The SWOSU Physics Club at Weatherford 
presented three research posters at the annual 
regional conference for the Texas Section of the 
American Physical Society (APS), Texas Section of 
the American Association of Physics Teachers, and 
the Texas Section of the Society of Physics Students 
in Nacogdoches (TX).
Talks and posters were presented from students 
and faculty from across Texas, Louisiana and 
Oklahoma. Plenary talks included detection of 
extrasolar planets and space travel, improved 
techniques for detecting particles in our water, 
and the physics of shock waves. Other posters and 
talks covered a wide range of topics in physics and 
physics teaching.
SWOSU students Jaxon Taylor of Mustang and 
Boubacar Wane of Weatherford presented 
“Automating an Astronomical Observatory” in 
which they showed how to use inexpensive 
electronics and a personal computer to cause 
the slot in an observatory to track with the 
observatory telescope, without requiring constant 
management by the user. As a result, it makes long 
observation cycles much less tedious.
Cameron Cinnamon of Garber, Daniel Gassen of 
El Reno and Taylor presented “The Dobsonian 
Telescope: A Reclamation Project” in which 
they removed the optics from very old, broken 
telescopes and repurposed them into convenient 
Dobsonian telescopes, which are very simple, 
lightweight and hand-operated.
Wane, Taylor and Luke Kraft of Hooker presented 
“Building and Using Lehman Seismometers,” in 
which they have built several seismometers and 
are monitoring earthquakes in Oklahoma. A long-
term goal of the project is to be able to collaborate 
with regional schools and set up several 
seismometers that can be used to triangulate the 
positions of Earthquake epicenters.
Faculty who attended and contributed to the 
work were Physics Club Sponsor Wayne Trail and 
physics faculty Tony Stein and Terry Goforth.
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SWOSU’s Kamuela Ahuna Named Newman Civic Fellow
SWOSU student Kamuela Ahuna of Foster (Bray-Doyle) was 
named a 2019 Newman Civic Fellow by Campus Compact as 
part of a group of 262 students nationwide. 
Campus Compact is a Boston-based non-profit organization 
working to advance the public purposes of higher education. 
Ahuna is pursuing a degree in computer science. Ahuna has 
been active at SWOSU in many campus and community-based 
projects. Coming from a small Oklahoma high school, he is 
committed to providing a pathway to Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) fields for other rural 
students. To that end, he is actively involved in the SWOSU 
Computer Club and a computer science camp for area high 
school students.
As a mentor and role model to fellow students, Ahuna 
provides information on accessibility to higher education 
and to STEM fields of study. He is a volunteer at the First Tech 
Challenge Robotics competition and represents the university 
as a member of the SWOSU Marching Band. As a member 
of the President’s Leadership Class, Ahuna is active in many 
civic engagement events, including fighting childhood hunger 
through the Backpack for Kids program at a local elementary 
school.
His mentor at SWOSU is Hayden Harrington.
The Newman Civic Fellowship, named for Campus Compact 
co-founder Frank Newman, is a one-year experience 
emphasizing personal, professional and civic growth. 
Through the fellowship, Campus Compact provides a variety 
of learning and networking opportunities, including a 
national conference of Newman Civic Fellows in partnership 
with the Edward M. Kennedy Institute for the United 
States Senate. The fellowship also provides fellows with 
access to apply for exclusive scholarship and post-graduate 
opportunities.
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SWOSU 2018-19 President’s Leadership Class  Honored at Banquet
J.D. Strong (center), director of the Oklahoma Department 
of Wildlife Conservation, was guest speaker at the 13th 
annual Southwestern Oklahoma State University President’s 
Leadership Class (PLC) banquet held on the Weatherford 
campus. Strong is joined by members of the 2018-19 PLC 
Class at SWOSU who were honored at the banquet. They 
are (from left): Kylee Massey, Adair; Shania Do, Oklahoma 
City (OK School of Science & Mathematics); Jake Kimmel, 
Yukon; Matalea Maddox, Elk City; Amy White, Tipton; 
Jillian Schneberger, Canute; Alisa Friesen, Arnett; Brody 
Hedges, Seiling; Alexa White, Woodward (‘86); Shylar 
Thornton, Elk City; Morgan Duckwall, Newcastle; Audrey 
Christian, Weatherford; Natalie Kinder, Arapaho-Butler; 
Natalee Karcher, Midland TX (Greenwood); Cassidy Moses, 
Weatherford; Ashtyn McAdoo, Piedmont; and Victor Do, 
Norman.
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Burgess Represents SWOSU in Research Day at the Capitol
Southwestern Oklahoma State University student Emily 
Burgess of Weatherford was one of 22 undergraduate 
student researchers, representing 16 Oklahoma colleges and 
universities, who gathered at the State Capitol for the 24th 
annual Research Day at the Capitol.
Students were hand-selected by their institutions to present 
scientific research posters during the prestigious event, which 
is designed to showcase the outstanding research being 
conducted on Oklahoma university campuses.
Burgess project is I Know It When I Read It: Perceptions of 
Reliability and Credibility of News Stories. Her faculty mentor 
for the project is Dr. Stephen Burgess of the SWOSU Psychology 
Department.
Members of the State Legislature and Capitol guests visited 
students poster displays to learn more about the research 
projects, which covered important topics such as water quality, 
cancer and recidivism.
The event was sponsored by Oklahoma Established Program to 
Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCOR) and the Oklahoma 
State Regents for Higher Education.
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SWOSU Phi Beta Lambda Students Win Top Awards
Members of the SWOSU Phi Beta Lambda chapter in 
Weatherford won 15 state championship awards and seven 
runner-up awards at the 2019 Oklahoma FBLA–PBL State 
Leadership Conference held in Oklahoma City.
The SWOSU students competed in numerous events that 
consisted of objective tests and live performance events focused 
on a variety of business and leadership topics.
SWOSU PBL competed against other collegiate chapters from 
the state of Oklahoma. Eight SWOSU students qualified to 
compete at the 2019 PBL National Leadership Conference that 
will be held June 24-27 in San Antonio (TX).
SWOSU students winning awards were:
Breane Smith, Chickasha—1st place: Hospitality Management; 
2nd place: Job Interview; 4th Place: Retail Management.
Brooke Tignor, Sayre—1st place: Management Concepts; 2nd 
place: Marketing Concepts and Computer Concepts; 3rd place: 
Entrepreneurship Concepts.
Carlie McKinney, Minco—1st place: Project Management, Sports 
Management and Marketing; 2nd place, Retail Management.
Cassie Bobbitt, Yukon—1st place: Personal Finance and Justice 
Administration; 2nd place: Information Management; 3rd 
place: Computer Applications.
Cassandra Purintun, Hinton—1st place: Accounting for 
Professionals; 2nd Place: Accounting Principles and Insurance 
Concepts.  
Edwin Martinez, Hinton—1st place: Public Speaking, Financial 
Analysis & Decision Making, and Insurance Concepts. 3rd Place: 
Statistical Analysis.
Ethan Mazzio, Moore—1st place: Microeconomics, 
Macroeconomics and Statistical AnalysisGrace Seelke, Okeene—
4th place: Accounting Principles.
Kendra Gift, Balko—1st place: Business Presentation and 
Organizational Behavior & Leadership.
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SWOSU Physics Students Win Awards and Engage 
with Former NASA Flight Director
SWOSU physics students were honored with awards and heard 
remarks from former NASA Flight Director Gene Kranz at the 
2019 Physics Alumni and Awards Banquet held at the Stafford 
Air & Space Museum in Weatherford.
Kranz, author of Failure Is Not An Option, was flight director 
beginning in the Gemini missions through Apollo and beyond, 
retiring in 1994 after 37 years of federal service.
The annual banquet is held to honor students and present them 
with awards for their accomplishments. This year’s honorees 
were:
Boubacar Wane, Bamako, Mali senior, J.R. Pratt Outstanding 
Student in Physics, Graduating with Honors and Academic 
Recognition
Jaxon Taylor, Mustang senior, Leadership Award and 
Graduating with Honors
Luke Kraft, Hooker senior, Distinguished Service Award, 
Graduating with Honors and Academic Recognition
Josue’ Ruiz, Marlow senior, Academic Recognition
Lyly Van, Broken Arrow senior, Academic Recognition
Emily Trail, Weatherford junior, J.R. Pratt Scholarship
Daniel Gassen, El Reno junior, Academic Recognition and J.R. 
Pratt Scholarship
Cameron Cinnamon, Garber junior, J.R. Pratt Scholarship
Hunter Floyd, Mountain View junior, Benny J. Hill Scholarship 
and Arts & Sciences Dean’s Scholarship
Brock Mason, Tuttle sophomore, Sigma Pi Sigma Honor Society, 
Outstanding Midclassman in Physics, Arthur McClelland 
Memorial Scholarship and Benny J. Hill Scholarship
Tayler Valdez, Adams freshman, Benny J. Hill Scholarship
Raistlin Hiner, Anadarko freshman, Garabed Armoudian 
Scholarship and Ray C Jones Scholarship
Following the student awards, physics alumni in attendance 
who studied under J.R. Pratt, the first chair of the Physics 
Department, were recognized. Many of the graduates had 
careers with NASA or one of its contractors and contributed to 
the successful space missions that put Americans on the moon 
before the end of the 1960’s.
The evening culminated with a presentation by Kranz. As the 
leader of the “Tiger Team” of flight directors who brought the 
Apollo 13 spaceship safely back to Earth on April 17, 1970, 
Kranz demonstrated extraordinary courage and heroism. The 
hit film, Apollo 13, chronicles Kranz’ struggle to devise the plan 
that would safely bring the ship and its crew of three astronauts 
home after its oxygen system failed. Actor Ed Harris portrays 
Kranz in the film, which was directed by Ron Howard. 
Kranz is currently a consultant and speaker. “Failure is not an 
option,” is the motto that carried him through the Apollo 13 
crisis and is a major theme of his motivational message. 
Kranz spoke to the audience of physics students and alumni 
on the Apollo 11 moon landing, providing an insider’s view on 
what was happening in Mission Control during the harrowing 
landing as computers failed to update and the missing data 
needed to determine “Go/No Go.” He also showed never-before-
seen video of the controllers during this time, culminating with 
video of the planting of the first American flag on the Moon by 
astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin.
He was introduced by longtime NASA Engineer, SWOSU Physics 
Alumnus, and SWOSU Distinguished Alumnus James Bates, 
Class of 1962, who also played an important role in getting 
Kranz as speaker for the banquet.
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Southwestern Oklahoma State University physics students were honored with awards and 
heard remarks from former NASA Flight Director Gene Kranz (fifth from left) at the 2019 
Physics Alumni and Awards Banquet held in Weatherford. Among those students winning 
awards were (from left): Daniel Gassen, El Reno; Emily Trail, Weatherford; Cameron 
Cinnamon, Garber; Jaxon Taylor, Mustang; Boubacar Wane, Bamako, Mali; Luke Kraft, Hooker; 
Brock Mason, Tuttle; and Raistlin Hiner, Anadarko.
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SWOSU Biology Student Attends Posters on the Hill in Washington D.C.
SWOSU student Chelsea Miller of Yukon and mentor 
Dr. Regina McGrane met with policy makers this 
month in Washington, D.C., to discuss the importance 
of undergraduate research while Miller represented 
Oklahoma at Posters on the Hill, an annual event on 
Capitol Hill that showcases research performed by 
undergraduates from across the United States.
Miller, majoring in microbiology at SWOSU in 
Weatherford, and McGrane—assistant professor in 
the Department of Biological Sciences—also worked to 
educate about the need for continued federal funding 
of agencies that support undergraduate research 
opportunities.
Miller was selected by the National Council on 
Undergraduate Research (NCUR) to represent 
Oklahoma. She was among 60 students selected from 
over 300 applicants and was the only student from 
Oklahoma invited to attend.
At the poster symposium, Miller presented her work: 
“Looking beyond the leaf: understanding the impacts 
of motility on pathogen colonization of seeds” to an 
audience of policy makers including Representative 
Frank Lucas.
Additionally, Miller and McGrane attended meetings 
with staff members from the offices of Representative 
Lucas and Senator James Inhofe. In meetings 
with legislative assistants Jake Hinch and Dillon 
Johnson, Miller spoke about how her participation in 
undergraduate research has positively impacted her 
understanding of coursework and made her more 
marketable for a career as a microbiologist.
Funding for travel to this meeting was provided by 
the SWOSU College of Arts and Sciences and Office of 
Sponsored Programs.
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Dr. Tim Hubin Named Chair of SWOSU Department  
of Chemistry & Physics
Dr. Tim Hubin has been named chair of the Department of 
Chemistry & Physics at SWOSU in Weatherford.
Hubin received two Bachelor’s degrees in Chemistry 
and in Secondary Science Education from Kansas State 
University in 1994 and a PhD in Chemistry from the 
University of Kansas in 1999. Hubin also has postdoctoral 
research experience from the California Institute of 
Technology.
Hubin, who has taught at SWOSU for 14 years, believes 
students learn best by doing. He is a pioneer in 
incorporating scientific research into his class work.
His current research, which has generated over $1.2 
million in external research funding at SWOSU, focuses 
on developing molecules that bind metal ions tightly 
and has applications in diverse areas such as treating 
cancer, biomedical imaging and oxidation catalysis. His 
49 and counting SWOSU undergraduate research students 
have had articles published in numerous national and 
international peer reviewed scientific journals and 
presented at many national conferences.
Hubin is a winner of SWOSU’s highest teaching honor, 
the Bernhardt Academic Excellence Award, the Oklahoma 
Medal of Excellence and is a recipient of the national 
Henry Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar Award, among other 
honors.
Among his contributions to SWOSU’s Chemistry 
Department, Hubin has overseen curriculum 
development, adding innovative courses such as Structure 
and Bonding Theory, Principles of Laboratory Safety 
and a research project based Inorganic Chemistry Lab. 
His current curricular project is the development of a 
Scientific Ethics course for SWOSU STEM majors, which is 
being supported by the OK-INBRE NIH program.
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New Agricultural Business Program Begins at SWOSU
The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education approved 
a program modification designed to enable SWOSU in 
Weatherford to offer a Bachelor’s in Business Administration 
with an Agricultural Business degree option.
“I appreciate our faculty and staff working on this important 
addition to our successful Everett Dobson School of Business 
and Technology,” SWOSU President Randy Beutler said. “Our 
students will benefit from being able to complete a business 
degree with an ag component.”
Students completing the Bachelor’s in Business Administration 
in Agricultural Business will take traditional business 
courses in accounting, economics, entrepreneurship, finance, 
management and marketing. Now students have the option to 
develop a plan to take upper-level Ag Business classes during 
their junior and senior years.
“We are very pleased to offer our students a degree option 
in Agricultural Business,” said College of Professional and 
Graduate Studies Dean Dr. Chad Kinder. “I have spoken with 
many enthusiastic students and employers, and this program 
will fill a significant void in our region.”
According to Dr. Patsy Parker, professor and associate dean 
for the Everett Dobson School of Business and Technology, an 
Ag Business option for a Bachelor of Business Administration 
degree is perfect for western Oklahoma.  
“A large percentage of the Everett Dobson School of Business 
and Technology’s student population comes from agriculture 
backgrounds,” Parker said. “Many times, those students plan 
to participate in their family business after they complete a 
bachelor’s degree.” 
SWOSU Assistant Professor Dr. Amanda Evert serves as advisor 
for the Ag Business students, teaching courses in sales and 
marketing management issues in agriculture.
“Students are encouraged to seek out job shadowing, 
internships and undergraduate research opportunities as part 
of their course assignments,” Evert said. “Our curriculum is 
designed to empower students to gain the skills they need to 
make an important contribution to our agriculture industry.”
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SWOSU College of Pharmacy Announces 2019 Fall Class
Texas
Oklahoma
Forty-four students were admitted into the Doctor of 
Pharmacy program for the 2019 fall semester. The 
class has an average cumulative grade point average 
of 3.53 and is composed of 27 women and 17 men.
The SWOSU College of Pharmacy admits 85 students 
each year to its Doctor of Pharmacy program during 
the fall and spring semesters.
Minimum requirements to make application for 
admission to the SWOSU College of Pharmacy include 
completion of at least 61 semester hours of specified 
pre-pharmacy courses with a cumulative grade point 
average of at least 2.50.
The selection process is competitive and based on 
a number of factors.  These include, but are not 
limited to, science and mathematics grade average, 
overall grade average, American College Test (ACT) 
or Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) scores, Pharmacy 
College Admission Test (PCAT) scores, motivation, 
character and communication skills.
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First Middle Last Hometown High School
Seth Bradley Bartlett Ada Konawa HS
Samantha Shania Miller Antlers
Jackson Lake Beach Apache Elgin HS
Ivan Garcia Broken Arrow
Gabrielle Elizabeth Page Broken Arrow Home School
Cameron Lee Adams Cache
Lauren Dawn Cox Canton
Abigail Meagan Thibodeaux Chouteau Pryor HS
Kylie Gem Roberts Claremore
Teresa K. Carter Clinton
First Middle Last Hometown High School
Elizabeth Ann Segler Electra
William Lars Krieger Frisco Theo Co-Op
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Oklahoma (cont’d)
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First Middle Last Hometown High School
Isaac Izaguirre Clinton
Chameng Vahchuama Collinsville John F. Kennedy HS
Kailin Nikole Kuehne Cordell
Veselin Petrov Sariyski Edmond
Keeli Ann Denney Elk City Granite HS
Hannah Katherine Wingo El Reno Bethany HS
Kelsie Paige Longpine Fort Gibson
Makenna Cheyenne Rose Goodwell
Cody Lee Carney Guthrie
Liliana Perez Kingfisher
Eduardo Aguayo Lawton
Kyla Jean Sampson Lawton Macarthur HS
Taylor Nicole Tugmon Lawton Central HS
Austin James Brooke Midwest City
Megan J. Do Moore Community Christian School
Gabrielle Madison Parli Morrison
Alyssa Ann Sappington Mustang
Sara Noelani Leazer Oklahoma City Putnam City North
Taylor Renee Smith Oklahoma City Community Christian School
Matthew Colin Perry Pauls Valley
Brianna Nicole Pritchard Ponca City
Abigail Dawn Gosa Seminole Varnum
Carolena Oniwa Tulsa Jenks HS
Omar Flores Valdez Tulsa Booker T Washington
Pablo Yanez Tulsa Union HS
Elizabeth Rachel Brown Vinson Wellington HS
Madison Brooke Dancer Washington
Page Elizabeth Ward Watts
Daniel Allen Laquey Weatherford
Megan Mishelle Smith Yale
Collin Lee Clemmens Yukon
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SWOSU Names 2019-20 Cecil Perkins Scholar
Southwestern Oklahoma State University (SWOSU) student 
Chris Braggs, Jr., of Oklahoma City has been named the 
2019-20 academic year Cecil Perkins Scholar by the SWOSU 
Foundation, Inc., in Weatherford.
The endowed scholarship was established in honor of the late 
Cecil Perkins (SWOSU Class of 1960), a Roosevelt (OK) native 
who led the SWOSU athletic programs for over a quarter 
century. During his tenure as SWOSU’s athletic director, his 
dedicated focus on student-athletes inspired the Bulldogs to 
win 12 national championships.
Cecil and his wife, SWOSU emeritus faculty Patricia L. 
“Patti” Perkins (who began instruction at SWOSU during Fall 
Semester 1985 and retired Summer Semester 2016), were 
happily married for 29 years. Cecil died in 2013, but his 
legend and legacy continue to live both on the SWOSU Hilltop 
and in the lives of hundreds of students, colleagues and 
friends that he touched during his life.
Patti Perkins is an alumnus of SWOSU’s fellow Regional 
University System of Oklahoma (RUSO) institution, 
Northwestern Oklahoma State University (NWOSU) in Alva, 
having earned undergraduate and master’s degrees from 
NWOSU in 1974 and 1976, respectively. She currently resides 
in Steamboat Springs, Colorado.
 “The name of Cecil Perkins brings to mind the importance 
of fair play, positive attitude, and hard work,” said SWOSU 
President Dr. Randy Beutler. “SWOSU is honored to partner 
with Patti Perkins, Chad Walker, and so many friends and 
family of Cecil to continue to pay tribute to our longtime 
athletic director’s legacy of excellence here on the Hilltop!”
Braggs is a junior studying exercise science at SWOSU, where 
he is a member of the men’s basketball team.
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Southwestern Oklahoma State University 2019-20 Cecil Perkins Scholar Chris Braggs, Jr., 
(center) of Oklahoma City is congratulated by (from left) SWOSU Associate Athletic Director 
Todd Helton, SWOSU Men’s Basketball Coach Terry Evans, and Courtney Walker and Morgan 
Walker, both granddaughters of the late Cecil Perkins and Patti Perkins. Both Walkers are 
current SWOSU students.
Patricia L. “Patti” Perkins, wife of the late Cecil Perkins.
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SWOSU Marketing Students Win International Innovation Competition
The Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs 
(ACBSP) announced that SWOSU marketing students Cheyanne 
McMullin of Elgin and Regan Matthews of Minco are winners 
of its first ever Innovation Challenge.
ACBSP is a global business accreditor with more than 1,200 
member campuses in the United States, Latin America, South 
Asia and Canada. The ACBSP Innovation Challenge required 
college students to create a 5-minute video with ideas for how 
to enhance the ACBSP brand worldwide.
The SWOSU student video submissions for the competition 
were created as part of a service-learning project in Assistant 
Professor Dr. Amanda Evert’s SWOSU Promotional Strategy 
class on the Weatherford campus. The class of 38 students 
submitted 11 innovation videos to the first round of the 
competition. In the second round, seven SWOSU students were 
part of two teams who were selected for the finals. The final 
round included a social media contest where students used 
their online marketing skills to share their videos in an effort to 
earn the most audience engagement, which was measured in 
likes, shares and comments.
“SWOSU was well represented at this international marketing 
competition,” Evert said. “The SWOSU students come to class 
with an amazing work ethic and a determination to excel.  It 
is great to see them getting international recognition for their 
efforts.”
The winning SWOSU submission was created by McMullin 
and Regan Matthews for an international event planning 
internship, which was popular with the judges, students, 
professors and community members.
“This has been an incredible opportunity to apply knowledge 
from the classroom into a real-world project,” Matthews said. 
“We are thrilled that our contest submission idea for a new 
internship program will be implemented into universities 
so that other students can gain experience and learn the 
background of the event planning career field. This has been an 
exciting journey, and we can’t wait to see what the future holds 
for this project.”
McMullin and Matthews will travel to Houston on June 22-24 
where they will share their winning video submission at the 
ACBSP Conference.
“Being the first group to win the ACBSP Innovation Challenge 
is truly an honor,” McMullin said. “We worked really hard on 
this video and are so excited to be able to present this at the 
conference. We hope that this gets students involved and to 
learn more about ACBSP.”
The students will be featured at the Salute to Regions Ceremony 
and will formally be recognized for their accomplishments.
“I am so proud of Regan and Cheyanne. This is just one 
example of what SWOSU students can achieve when given 
the opportunity,” said Everett Dobson School of Business and 
Technology Associate Dean Dr. Patsy Parker. “Dr. Amanda Evert 
constantly challenges her students with opportunities to work 
in business settings.”
Parker said she has heard students say that they feel more 
prepared to enter the work force after completing the projects 
in Evert’s classes. She said McMullin and Matthews are 
wonderful representatives of the Everett Dobson School of 
Business and Technology.
Southwestern Oklahoma State University students Cheyanne McMullin (middle) and Regan 
Matthews discuss their ACBSP submission in class with Assistant Professor Dr. Amanda Evert.
THE SWOSU ALUMNI,  
EMERITI, & FRIENDS MAGAZINE SINCE 1965
28  |   ECHOES FROM THE HILL – VOL. 92 ISSUE 1
Nathan Brooks Named Chair  
of SWOSU Engineering 
Technology Department
Jonna Myers Named Director  
of Graduate Programs at  
SWOSU Everett Dobson School  
of Business and Technology
Nathan Brooks has been named chair of the Department of 
Engineering Technology at Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University in Weatherford.
Brooks has been a member of SWOSU’s engineering 
technology faculty since 2014, teaching and managing labs in 
various courses including Fabrication Processes, Computer-
aided Manufacturing and Machine Tool Processes.
He earned a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Technology 
Education from SWOSU in 1999.  In 2002, he earned a 
Master’s in Education Administration from the University 
of Central Oklahoma.  In 2012, Brooks was named the 
Oklahoma Technology Education Teacher of the Year by the 
Association for Career and Technical Education. 
During his time at SWOSU, Brooks has served as a judge for 
the First Technology Robotics program, member and advisor 
for the Society of Manufacturing Engineers, faculty sponsor 
for the SWOSU NASA Human Exploration Rover Challenge 
team, and leads the department’s ABET accreditation. 
SWOSU Associate Dean Dr. Patsy Parker said Brooks is 
dedicated to improving student achievement and takes 
pride in assisting, training and educating current and future 
students of the SWOSU engineering technology program.
 “Mr. Brooks is an excellent recruiter for the department and 
works hard to advise and retain our students,” Parker said. 
“He has the full support of the engineering technology faculty 
and I know he will move the department forward.”
Brooks, a graduate of Lomega High School, is married to Dr. 
Krista Brooks, an associate professor in the SWOSU College 
of Pharmacy.  Their daughters, Karly and Kate, attend 
Weatherford Public Schools.
Jonna Myers has been named director of graduate programs 
for Southwestern Oklahoma State University’s Everett 
Dobson School of Business and Technology (Dobson SBT) in 
Weatherford.
In her new role as graduate director, Myers will focus on 
recruitment of new students as well as advising current 
students who are pursuing master’s degrees in business.  
Dobson SBT currently offers two graduate degrees:  Master 
of Business Administration (MBA) and Master of Science in 
Management.
“Interest in the online MBA has caused a recent surge of 
enrollment,” Myers said.  “An online MBA is available from 
SWOSU through 8-week or 16-week courses, allowing 
students to tailor their courses around their own schedules.  
For example, a person can avoid taking classes during a 
certain time of the year that is particularly busy for them 
and then jump back in with an 8-week course.  This type of 
scheduling makes it possible to earn the MBA in a year.”
Myers holds degrees in College Services Personnel (Arkansas 
Tech University) and Communication Arts (SWOSU). She 
is currently in the dissertation phase of a doctorate in 
Human Resources and Workforce Development (University 
of Arkansas).  With research interests including faculty 
development and critical reflection, her most recent scholarly 
activity includes an article in the Transnational Journal of 
Business and a textbook chapter that will be published later 
this year. 
Myers is actively involved with the Accreditation Council for 
Business Schools and Programs (ACBSP) and the Association 
for Business Communication (ABC).  On the SWOSU campus, 
she serves various leadership roles on many committees, 
but her favorite place is in the classroom.  Myers is most 
passionate about incorporating creativity into her courses 
and interactive teaching strategies that prepare students for 
professional success.
“Jonna Myers has the enthusiasm and the networking skills 
to grow our master’s programs in business,” said SWOSU 
Associate Dean Dr. Patsy Parker. “We are excited to have her 
as the graduate director at Dobson SBT.”
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Roxanne Davis Named Don Weeks 
Endowed Professor of Accounting at SWOSU
Dr. Roxanne Davis has been named the Don Weeks Endowed 
Professor of Accounting at Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University in Weatherford.
Davis is an assistant professor in the Everett Dobson 
School of Business and Technology.  She earned a PhD in 
accounting and a Master of Accountancy from the University 
of Oklahoma and a Bachelor of Accounting from Cameron 
University. She is also a Certified Public Accountant. 
She is currently an editor-at-large for the Administrative 
Issues Journal published by the school.  She is also faculty 
advisor for the Omicron Sigma chapter of the Delta Mu Delta 
International Business Honor Society at SWOSU.
Her primary teaching interests are financial and managerial 
accounting.   Her research interests are in the areas of capital 
markets and accounting education.
Prior to joining SWOSU in 2018, Davis was employed by 
the University of Maryland University College - Europe as a 
traveling faculty member, teaching on United States military 
bases in Germany, Italy and England.  The Lawton native has 
also been a faculty member at Cameron University in Lawton 
and Midwestern State University in Wichita Falls (TX).
SWOSU Associate Dean Dr. Patsy Parker said the Everett 
Dobson School of Business and Technology is fortunate to 
have several endowed positions available through generous 
donations of individuals and families who understand the 
importance of higher education.  The endowed titles are a 
high honor.  Faculty members who hold endowed positions 
are enthusiastic promotors of student success and active in 
teaching, scholarly activity and service.   
Other endowed positions that have been awarded in Dobson 
SBT are: Everett Dobson Endowed Chair of Accounting – Dr. 
Trisha Wald; Everett Dobson Endowed Chair of Management 
– Dr. Hank Ramsey; Everett Dobson Endowed Chair of 
Marketing – Dr. Amanda Evert; and Ed and Winnie Ola 
Berrong Endowed Chair of Engineering Technology – Cindi 
Albrightson.
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Dr. Amanda Evert Wins 2019 Bernhardt Academic 
Excellence Award at SWOSU
Dr. Amanda Evert, assistant professor and Everett Dobson Chair 
of Marketing in the School of Business & Technology at SWOSU, 
is the winner of the Bernhardt Academic Excellence Award for 
2019 at SWOSU. 
Evert was presented the prestigious award at the annual 
Bernhardt banquet held on the Weatherford campus, and she 
received a $5,000 cash award, clock, pen and medallion.
SWOSU alumni Dr. William and Theta Juan Bernhardt of 
Midwest City are sponsors of the annual award that goes to 
an outstanding faculty member who exhibits exceptional 
achievement in teaching, scholarship and service.
Dr. Amanda Evert joined the faculty at SWOSU in 2015. She 
teaches marketing and management courses. She is student-
oriented and strives to help students succeed at a most 
important and informative time of their lives.
Her real-world marketing experience includes products 
ranging from technology solutions to agricultural products to 
educational programming. She has been actively involved in 
developing marketing materials and assisting small business 
owners in developing business plans. She has been responsible 
for guiding teams of business industry professionals, faculty, 
staff and students in both state and nationally funded 
programs.
One of her recent involvements was having students in a 
Consumer Behavior course at SWOSU serve as social media 
analysts for a wide variety of private businesses and public 
organizations. The clients for the program included U.S. based 
companies in Oklahoma, Florida and Pennsylvania as well as 
international clients in Japan, Sweden and England. 
She has garnered a grant for the Single Mom’s Network and has 
developed innovative marketing classes and a sales shadow 
program.
She was selected as the 2013 Phi Theta Kappa Administrator 
of the Year. Evert is a certified Higher Learning Commission 
accreditation reviewer and a founding member of the 
Oklahoma Journal for Undergraduate Research. In 2013, she 
was nationally elected as a Council for Undergraduate Research 
peer counselor.
Evert earned three degrees from Oklahoma State University: 
Bachelor of Science in 2003, Master of Science in 2005 and a 
Ph.D. in 2011. She completed a post-doctoral bridge program in 
marketing and management through the University of Florida 
in 2016.
She and her husband, Dr. Jeremy Evert, also an assistant 
professor in the Everett Dobson School of Business and 
Technology, live in Weatherford and are parents of daughters 
Magdalena and Glorianna.
One of Amanda’s many quotable quotes is: “SWOSU Bulldogs 
stand for excellence. What are you doing today that adds to that 
reputation?” Students love her, and she loves SWOSU students.
Previous winners of the Bernhardt Award are (in order by 
year): Dr. Vilas Prabhu, Dr. Stuart Burchett, Dr. Gary Wolgamott, 
Dr. Terry Segress, Dr. James Hunsicker, Dr. Jill Jones, Dr. James 
Breckenridge, Dr. John Ludrick, Dr. W. Steven Pray, Dr. Les 
Crall, Dr. Peter Grant, Dr. John Hayden, Dr. Virgil Van Dusen, 
Steve Strickler, Dr. Mary Aspedon, Dr. John Woods, Dr. Scott 
Long, Dr. Charles Rogers, Dr. Tim Hubin, Dr. Brian Campbell, 
Dr. Patsy Parker, Dr. Tom Davis, Dr. Kevin Collins, Dr. Trisha 
Wald and Landry Brewer.
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Lisa Friesen Named Director of the SWOSU 
Center for Excellence in Teaching & Learning
Lisa Friesen has been named director of the Center for 
Excellence in Teaching and Learning (CETL) at SWOSU 
in Weatherford.
Friesen, who has been the graduate program 
coordinator of the Everett Dobson School of Business 
and Technology, will start her new position on July 1. 
Friesen is a member of SWOSU’s faculty and teaches 
courses in management information systems, data 
analysis, computer and information access, and 
organization leadership.
Friesen earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees from 
SWOSU and is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in Adult and 
Higher Education at the University of Oklahoma. Friesen 
has over 17 years of teaching experience in secondary, 
vocational and higher education settings, with over 
10 years of online teaching. She also has six years 
of experience as a project manager and multimedia 
developer.
She is a member of the Student Appeals Committee 
at SWOSU as well as faculty sponsor of Gamma Delta 
Kappa. Friesen is chair-elect of the American Association 
of University Women’s Weatherford branch and a 
campus ambassador for Oklahoma Women in Higher 
Education. Friesen is a member of the Association for 
Talent Development (ATD), Association for the Study of 
Higher Education (ASHE) and the American Association 
of Adult and Continuing Education (AAACE).
Friesen is replacing Marci Grant, who is retiring from 
SWOSU after 31 years of service to the university.
The CETL provides services to faculty in the areas 
of classroom technology, consultation, teacher and 
teaching resources, faculty development events, and 
scholarship both in person and virtually. Additionally, 
the center provides support to all students in the use of 
educational technology in their ongoing education at 
SWOSU. 
Friesen and her husband, Greg, reside in Weatherford 
and are the parents of three children—Brandon, 
Brittany and Nicholas.
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Angela Gore to Lead SWOSU Nursing Department and MSN Program
Dr. Angela Gore has been named chair of the Department 
of Nursing and director of the Master of Science in Nursing 
(MSN) degree program at SWOSU in Weatherford. 
Gore came to nursing as a second profession. She began her 
career as a middle school science teacher and after teaching 
for 11 years, she decided to return to school to become a 
nurse.
She received her Bachelor of Science in nursing degree from 
the University of Oklahoma Health Science Center in 2008 
and worked in labor and delivery as a staff nurse and finally 
as a case manager in the home health business. 
Gore then combined her love of teaching and nursing and 
began working at Canadian Valley Technology Center, 
teaching health careers students. She attained her Master of 
Science degree from the University of Oklahoma in 2013 and 
began teaching nursing students at SWOSU.
She taught Child Health Nursing and Family Health Nursing 
until the summer of 2017, when she left to complete her 
Doctorate of Nursing Practice (DNP) degree at the University 
of Oklahoma. She attained her DNP in May of 2018 and 
returned to the SWOSU Nursing Department.
As chair, Gore supervises one of the busiest departments 
at SWOSU with over 700 active students. As director of the 
MSN program, she manages one of SWOSU’s newest degree 
programs. The MSN is a totally online graduate degree 
program offering tracks in administration and education.  
The SWOSU Department of Nursing completed its 40th year of 
offering degrees in May of this year.
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Joshua Engle Named Dean of Students at SWOSU
Joshua Engle is the new Dean of Students at SWOSU in 
Weatherford.
Engle joins SWOSU from Wisconsin where he spent 
three years as the associate director of student support & 
conduct in the Dean of Students office at the University 
of Wisconsin-Eau Claire.
The Oklahoma native earned both his Bachelor of 
Arts (2008) and Master of Science (2012) degrees from 
Oklahoma State University in Stillwater. He served as 
an academic advisor at UW- Eau Claire and practiced 
marriage and family therapy while in Stillwater.
At UW-Eau Claire, Engle coordinated the campus’ 
behavioral intervention team, providing academic 
support and guidance to students with mental health, 
medical and personal issues. He also worked as a 
member of the conduct and Title IX investigation team.
Engle supported higher education programs and 
initiatives as a member of the LGBTQIA+ Advisory 
Board. He was a member of the community response 
teams and the advisor for the computer & console 
gaming group.
Engle’s office at SWOSU is located in Room 214 of the 
Stafford Center on the Weatherford campus.
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Dr. Randy Curry Appointed 
to the Oklahoma Health Care 
Authority Board
Dr. Randy Curry, rural health coordinator for the SWOSU 
College of Pharmacy in Weatherford, has been appointed 
to the board of the Oklahoma Health Care Authority.
As rural health coordinator, Curry oversees services 
and staff that provide community based Diabetes 
Self-Management Education and Diabetes Prevention 
Programs as well as Remote Medication Order Processing 
for critical access hospitals.
“Maintaining access to quality, affordable health care 
in rural Oklahoma is an incredibly important issue that 
our health care leaders are focused on,” said Oklahoma 
Senate President Pro Tempore Greg Treat, who made 
the appointment. “With more than 30 years of retail 
pharmacy experience and work with SWOSU supporting 
a network of more than 300 rural pharmacies and some 
hospitals, Randy Curry is well situated to provide insight 
on how the OHCA can effectively serve the rural health 
care community.”
Curry, a graduate of the SWOSU College of Pharmacy, is 
an assistant professor with the college and administrates 
certificate-training programs for pharmacists and students 
in the areas of Immunization, Patient-Centered Diabetes 
Care, Medication Therapy Management, Cardiovascular, 
and Point of Care Testing. 
He annually coordinates a medical mission trip for 
healthcare students into remote areas of Panama to 
provide medical and dental clinics to the underserved. 
Curry also serves on the board of the Rural Health 
Association of Oklahoma.
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Radonna Sawatzky Named  
Food Services Director  
at SWOSU
Radonna Sawatzky has been named director of food 
services at SWOSU in Weatherford. She takes over for 
Duncan Taylor, who has retired from the university.
She graduated from SWOSU in 1988 with a degree in 
Vocational Home Economics and in 1990 received her 
Master of Education degree, also from SWOSU. She has 
worked for the OSU-Oklahoma Cooperative Extension 
Service for the past 30 years as a family and consumer 
sciences educator. 
During her career at the extension office, she taught 
numerous nutrition, food safety, cooking schools and 
diabetes programs. She has taught programs dealing with 
food allergies, food preservation and dietary issues.  
Sawatzky has been honored as one of the top Oklahoma 
Cooperative Extension Program educators in the State of 
Oklahoma for her work on many family and consumer 
issues.
She has served on numerous committees in Weatherford 
and Custer County, winning many awards from 
organizations for her work.
Sawatzky and her husband, Terry, have two children—
Taler Alexander, who works for SWOSU, and her son. 
Tucker, who is currently a senior at SWOSU.
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SWOSU’s Everett Dobson School of Business & Technology Wins 
Awards and Granted Accreditation
Southwestern Oklahoma State University’s Everett Dobson 
School of Business and Technology in Weatherford was 
honored for having achieved accreditation from the 
Accreditation Council of Business Schools and Programs 
(ACBSP), and a SWOSU faculty member received an outstanding 
award.
Faculty of the school attended the conference held in Houston.
The accreditation is for 10 years.
“Our business faculty and SWOSU are very proud of this 
accomplishment and thoroughly enjoyed the conference 
activities and presentations,” said the school’s Associate Dean 
Dr. Patsy Parker.
SWOSU Assistant Professor Dr. Amanda Evert was also 
announced as the ACBSP International Winner of the Teaching 
Excellence Award. In the Fall of 2018, Evert was nominated and 
won the Region 6 Teaching Excellence Award for the states of 
Oklahoma,
Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas and New Mexico. ACBSP accredits 
91 colleges and universities in those five states, and ACBSP has 
11 regions worldwide with over 1,200 member campuses in 
over 50 countries.  
“Dr. Evert winning the international award was a very exciting 
moment for all of us in the Dobson SBT and SWOSU,” Parker 
said. “She presented at the conference and her presentation 
was packed, standing room only.”
SWOSU also won several other awards. ACBSP issued a 
challenge to all schools to submit a 5-minute marketing video 
that would promote ACBSP accreditation. Evert’s marketing 
classes accepted the challenge. Sixteen videos were submitted 
from students at ACBSP schools, and SWOSU students Cheyanne 
McMullin of Elgin and Regan Matthews of Minco won the 
international Innovation Challenge Award. Both students were 
able to attend the conference in Houston to accept the award.
SWOSU’s chapter of Delta Mu Delta was installed and the 
university will begin installing student members who qualify 
during the fall 2019 semester. Students qualify through high 
academic standing and are given honors cords to wear at 
graduation ceremonies.
Dobson SBT faculty Jonna Myers and Amanda Evert, along with 
business student Jace Zaharias, had an article published in the 
Summer 2019 of ACBSP’s premiere journal—Transnational 
Journal of Business--which is a double-blind, peer-reviewed 
journal with a 15-20% acceptance rate.
Southwestern Oklahoma State University’s Everett Dobson School of Business and Technology in Weatherford won several awards—including 10-year accreditation—from the Accreditation 
Council of Business Schools and Programs (ACBSP). A SWOSU faculty member, Dr. Amanda Evert (center) and two students—Cheyanne McMullin (second from left) of Elgin and Regan Matthews 
(fourth from left) of Minco—were also presented the Innovation Challenge Award. With them is (left) 2018-2019 ACBSP Board Chair Dr. Alegjandro Cheyne of Universidad del Rosario and (right) 
2019-2020 ACBSP Board Chair Dr. Kim Wong of Central New Mexico Community College.
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Marci Grant Wins State Regents’ Council for Online Learning 
Excellence Award
Marci Grant, director of the Center for Excellence in Teaching 
and Learning at SWOSU in Weatherford, was presented 
with the Oklahoma Online Excellence Award for Individual 
Leadership. 
Grant was honored on April 24 at the meeting of the Oklahoma 
State Regents for Higher Education (OSRHE).
The Council for Online Learning Excellence (COLE), an initiative 
of the OSRHE’s Online Education Task Force, recognized two 
faculty members and a university team for their outstanding 
work during the meeting.
Grant was described in her nomination as a “treasure” of the 
university and state. Among her accomplishments, she led the 
implementation of a new learning management system on 
SWOSU’s campus, created a system of online instructor training 
and a course rubric development training for online courses, 
secured federal grant funding for the purchase of equipment 
for concurrent enrollment partners, and oversaw a 75 percent 
increase in online enrollment at SWOSU.
“Online education has become an integral part of higher 
education in our state,” said Chancellor Glen D. Johnson. 
“As a state system, we strive to provide Oklahoma students an 
innovative, coordinated and academically rigorous approach to 
online learning that reduces college access barriers.”
The State Regents created the Online Education Task Force in 
2012 to review the delivery of online education throughout the 
state system and to determine the extent to which the delivery 
of online education was accessible, efficient and effective. 
COLE, formed by the task force in 2016, is comprised of faculty, 
staff and administrators representing each tier of Oklahoma’s 
public and private colleges and universities, as well as other 
entities connected to online learning technologies.
The 2019 Oklahoma Online Excellence Awards nominations 
were submitted by peers and judged by a committee of COLE 
members. Nominees were scored using a standard rubric based 
on the metrics of leadership, innovation, collaboration and 
results.
Other award winners were Dawn M. Pearce from the 
University of Central Oklahoma and the Institute for Learning 
Environment Design team at UCO.
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Dr. Jason L. Johnson Named Dean of the  
SWOSU College of Arts & Sciences
Dr. Jason L Johnson has been named Dean of the College 
of Arts & Sciences at SWOSU in Weatherford.
Johnson has been a member of SWOSU’s faculty since 
1996, and has been chair of the Department of Chemistry 
and Physics for the past four years. He earned tenure 
and promotion to associate professor in 2001 and 
promotion to professor in 2006. 
Johnson earned a B.S. in Chemistry and Natural Science 
Education from the University of Science and Arts 
of Oklahoma in 1988.  In 1993, he earned a Ph.D. in 
Biochemistry from the University of Oklahoma. Upon 
graduation, Johnson received a National Research 
Service Award from NIH that provided three years of 
support as a Post-Doctoral Research Assistant at Texas 
A&M University.
During his tenure at SWOSU, Johnson has assumed 
various leadership positions across campus, including 
serving as secretary / treasurer of Faculty Senate, chair 
of the Institutional BioSafety Committee, chair of the 
Research and Scholarly Activity Committee, and a long-
term member of the Pre-Medical Advisory Committee.
His wife, Dr. Lisa Appeddu, is an associate professor in 
the SWOSU College of Pharmacy.
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Bill Swartwood is New Dean 
of SWOSU-Sayre Campus
Bill Swartwood is the new dean on the SWOSU-Sayre campus.
Swartwood has been teaching mathematics and physical science at SWOSU 
since 1998. He received his Bachelor of Science in Education in 1980 and 
Master of Science in Education in 1989, both from SWOSU.
Swartwood has been teaching in Oklahoma schools for 39 years, including 17 
in public schools. He is a member of the American Mathematical Society.
He and his wife, Toni, have two children — Kara Smith and Brady Swartwood 
— and three grandsons — Stockton, Cord and Jackson. Swartwood is the 
son of elementary teachers and SWOSU alumni Henryetta and Everett 
Swartwood.
38  |   ECHOES FROM THE HILL – VOL. 92 ISSUE 1
Leadership Weatherford & SWOSU Honored for Partnership
Leadership Weatherford was among 27 business and higher 
education partnerships throughout Oklahoma that were 
recognized as innovative collaborations that further the 
education of Oklahoma’s workforce.
Leadership Weatherford and SWOSU officials attended the 
Edmond luncheon to honor the Oklahoma State Regents for 
Higher Education’s Business Partnership Excellence Award 
winners.
Leadership Weatherford class members spend one day a month 
in classes covering economic development, civic engagement, 
legal issues, education, health care and other topics augmenting 
their team-building and leadership skills. For the past 21 years, 
SWOSU has collaborated with Leadership Weatherford—part of 
the Weatherford Chamber of Commerce—to  provide speakers, 
training facilities, transportation, and meals throughout the 
nine-month program.
Class members have the opportunity to complete the SWOSU 
ropes course at Crowder Lake University Park where they 
build communication skills, trust, problem-solving abilities, 
self-confidence and leadership skills. SWOSU president and 
history scholar Randy Beutler leads the group on a tour of the 
Oklahoma State Capitol. SWOSU faculty lead sessions at the 
two-day
Leadership Weatherford retreat at the beginning of the 
program and on various topics throughout the program. 
SWOSU staff also serve on the Leadership Weatherford 
planning committee and provide transportation to and from 
sessions in SWOSU vehicles.
One class session each year is devoted to economic 
development where economic development professionals 
present information about the local economy. A local business 
is invited to share its company’s success story, and class 
members get to tour the company’s facilities.
Thanks to SWOSU’s support, Leadership Weatherford graduates 
an average of 15 class members each year. SWOSU Business 
Enterprise Center Director Doug Misak said the university 
is proud to collaborate with the Weatherford Chamber of 
Commerce by identifying emergent leaders and by giving them 
the training and tools to help them succeed as community 
leaders.
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Inter-Generational Residential Experience 
Taking Place Between SWOSU and CHVR
There is a new inter-generational residential experience 
going on in western Oklahoma.
Corn Heritage Village & Rehab (CHVR) and SWOSU 
in Weatherford now have “SWOSU at the Village,” a 
collaboration designed to benefit both senior citizens and 
university students.
CHVR provides apartment-style, independent living for 
senior citizens—as well as skilled nursing, long-term 
care, and memory care—at their Corn (OK) location. With 
this new program, the facility provides a free, partially 
furnished apartment—with amenities— for the SWOSU 
students in exchange for their interaction with the CHVR 
residents.
“We are the first nursing home in Oklahoma to implement 
the intergeneration living concept,” said CHVR Executive 
Director Dee Henderson. “These experiences are rare; 
similar programs can be found at the Cleveland Institute 
of Music and in countries such as the Netherlands and 
France.”
The concept is the brainchild of Henderson and Stephanie 
Warner, assistant administrator at CHVC.
“We were delighted when Dee approached SWOSU with 
the idea,” said SWOSU Vice President for Student Affairs Dr. 
Ruth Boyd. “We hope to continue this program well into the 
future.”
The program was piloted during the fall 2018 semester. 
Molly Nguyen, senior music therapy major from Oklahoma 
City, was the first SWOSU student to participate. Nguyen 
regularly performed musical pieces for the residents and 
interacted in a variety of ways, including offering piano 
lessons.
“I have grown so much as a student music therapist, 
and my interaction and relationships with the residents 
have so positively influence me,” Nguyen said. “This is an 
unforgettable experience that I am so grateful to have been 
a part of as the first SWOSU student in the program.
THE SWOSU ALUMNI,  
EMERITI, & FRIENDS MAGAZINE SINCE 1965
40  |   ECHOES FROM THE HILL – VOL. 92 ISSUE 1
Celebrate the Season Held to Honor the SWOSU Lady Bulldogs
A large crowd turned out to honor the SWOSU 
Lady Bulldogs volleyball team, who finished 
the 2018-2019 season with a 35-2 record 
and played in the NCAA Division II national 
championship game. The Lady Bulldogs lost a 
heartbreaker in double overtime to Lubbock 
Christian University.
Some of the players enjoying the festivities were (from left): Maddie Sperle, Piedmont sophomore; Alexa Harvey, 
Weatherford sophomore; Lauren Ramey, Keifer freshman; and Ashlyn Basler, Yukon freshman.
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SWOSU Students Elect New 
SGA Leaders
SWOSU students elected new officers of the Student 
Government Association for the 2019-20 academic year on 
the Weatherford campus. Leading the student body will be 
(from left): Jimmie Dollins, Altus, treasurer; Jace Zacharias, 
Altus (Navajo), vice president; and Jaycie Brown, Chickasha, 
president.
Public Health Officers—Including 
19 SWOSU Alums—Assist at 
Remote Medical Clinic
117 United States Public Health Officers—including 19 
SWOSU alumni—from around the United States assisted 
with a Remote Area Medical (RAM) clinic held at SWOSU in 
Weatherford. The clinic delivered free dental, vision and 
medical care to 544 underserved and uninsured individuals. 
The officers with SWOSU ties who volunteered throughout 
the weekend included (front from left): LCDR Donnie Hodge, 
CDR Jamie Shaddon, CDR Rebecca Geiger, CDR Steve Scott, 
CAPT Dana Hayworth, CAPT Debra Aynes, CDR Randy Steers 
and  CDR Narcisso Soliz. Middle row-- LCDR Jessica Acosta-
VanDenBerg, LCDR Weston Lovell, LCDR Cassandra Clark, 
LCDR Brett Whitehead, LT Amanda Haggard and LCDR 
Seneca Smith. Back row--LT Matt Geiger, LCDR Michael Hunt, 
LT Dennis Ward, LCDR Brian Hamburger and LCDR Jessica 
Damon.
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SWOSU Announces Homecoming 2019 Winners
Southwestern Oklahoma State University in Weatherford 
celebrated Homecoming on October 26, and winners of 
the various competitions have been announced by the 
university.
Bailey Pavlik of Oklahoma City (Southmoore) and Jordan 
Valenzuela of Watonga were crowned Homecoming 
Queen and King during halftime of the SWOSU football 
game. Pavlik is majoring in early childhood education 
and Valenzuela is studying health science/pre-med at 
SWOSU. Pavlik was sponsored by Sigma Sigma Chi, and 
Valenzuela was sponsored by the Phi Delta Theta.
At the parade, SWOSU’s Society of Women Engineers/
Society of Manufacturing Engineers won first place and 
$1,300 in the float competition. First National Bank & 
Trust won second place and $800, and the SWOSU Dean 
of Students Office finished third and won $500. 
The prize money was sponsored by the SWOSU Student 
Government Association and several Weatherford 
financial institutions. 
In the marching band contest, 26 bands participated in 
the parade. Enid High School was named the outstanding 
band in the parade competition and won $250 from 
the SWOSU Student Government Association. After the 
parade, high school band students—1,400 strong—
performed in a mass band at Milam Stadium before the 
SWOSU football game.
New awards—Outstanding Percussion and Outstanding Color Guard—
were handed out in each high school class. Winning the Percussion 
awards were Snyder, Sayre, Weatherford, El Reno and Enid. Winning 
Outstanding Color Guard awards were Seiling, Sayre, Kingfisher, El 
Reno and Enid.
SWOSU Cook-off Challenge winners were Chi Alpha, first place; 
Chemistry Club, second place; and Trevor Ellis, third place. The 
challenge featured “Best Burger.”
In addition, in the Battle of the Bulldogs, the overall winner was New 
Student Orientation Leaders (OLs). SWOSU student organizations spent 
the week participating in various activities raising money for Harley’s 
House, an infant crisis center located in Weatherford. 
Junior High     1st Place Elk City
Class 2A High School   1st Place  Snyder Public School  
 2nd Place Ringwood High School
3rd Place Burns Flat/Dill City High School
ass 3A High School 1st Place Sayre High School
2nd Place Oktaha High School
3rd Place Hinton High School
Class 4A High School 1st Place Weatherford High School
2nd Place Kingfisher High School
3rd Place Anadarko High School
Class 5A High School 1st Place El Reno High School
2nd Place Lawton Eisenhower High School
Class 6A High School 1st Place Enid High School
2nd Place Lawton High School
Jordan Valenzuela (third from left) of Watonga and Bailey Pavlik (fourth from left) of Oklahoma City (Southmoore) were crowned Homecoming Queen and King during halftime of the 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University football game during one of many Homecoming activities October 26 in Weatherford. Finalists and the 2018 Homecoming King and Queen are (from 
left) Kaelan Jeffrey, Okarche; Mason Beard, Piedmont; 2018 King and Queen Abel Abame and Amanda Hardman; Natanya Hernandez, Edmond; and Jacob Cope, Altus.
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SWOSU PLC Enjoys Visit to Devon Tower and The Vast
Members of the President’s Leadership Class (PLC) at Southwestern Oklahoma State University in Weatherford enjoyed an evening at The Vast, located in the Devon Tower, in downtown 
Oklahoma City. PLC sponsors and class members enjoyed dinner and a talk by former Oklahoma City Mayor Ron Norick (center). Members of the class attending were (front from left): Cache 
Anglin, Amber-Pocasset; Nadia Sosa, Laverne; Kalyn Yancey, Hydro; Alexa Benedict, Burns Flat; Brooklyn Hicks, Weatherford; Autumn Foster, Weatherford; and Parker Tidwell, Piedmont. 
Back row from left: Roberto Mata, Watonga; Abigail Rice, Stillwater; Morgan Snowden, Kingfisher; Randi Troglin, Mountain View; Lane Dobrovolny, Kingfisher; Colten Adams, Clinton; 
Bentley Shattuck, Durant; Blake Wolters, Clinton; Aiden Green, Canute; and Hunter Hampton, Elgin.
SWOSU Blood Drives 
Save 1,920 Lives
SWOSU in Weatherford had several blood 
drives during the 2018-19 school year, and 
Oklahoma Blood Institute officials reported 
640 donations.
OBI Account Consultant Emma Meyer said 
each donation saves three lives, giving 
SWOSU a grand total of saving 1,920 lives.
SWOSU Assessment Center 
Receives National Certification
SWOSU’s Assessment Center in Weatherford has been awarded certification 
by the National College Testing Association.
The certification is effective for five years.
Jan Kliewer, director of assessment at SWOSU, was notified in December 
and the certification will remain in effect until December 2023. SWOSU is 
one of only eight Oklahoma colleges and universities that have certified 
testing centers.
The SWOSU Assessment Center serves as a clearinghouse for students 
wishing to take advanced standing examinations, course placement 
examinations and register for testing of national tests.
The center is located at 1001 N. Seventh Street on the Weatherford campus.
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SWOSU Hosts Summer Picnic & Activities for Alumni and Friends
SWOSU hosted its annual summer picnic on the lawn of the 
historic Burton House on the Weatherford campus.
Over 115 guests enjoyed fried chicken, brisket sliders, 
watermelon and other delicious treats furnished by SWOSU 
Auxiliary Services.
Prior to the picnic, many guests were treated to a tour of the 
private automobile collection belonging to longtime SWOSU 
benefactors Arden & Georganna Dorney of Weatherford.
Following the picnic, guests enjoyed the 29th annual Heartland 
Cruise Car Show and then gathered at the Lobby Lounge Bar 
for a reception.
“SWOSU is a stronger institution of higher learning because 
of our generous, involved community of alumni, emeriti and 
friends,” said SWOSU President Dr. Randy L. Beutler. “We’re 
delighted to partner with the SWOSU Alumni Association 
to host events like our annual summer picnic for SWOSU 
supporters to gather and fellowship, and we are very grateful 
to the Dorney family for generously granting our alumni, 
emeriti and friends a rare and exciting visit to their personal 
car collection.”
The day’s activities were sponsored by the SWOSU Alumni 
Association, a subsidiary of the SWOSU Foundation, Inc. 
THE SWOSU ALUMNI,  
EMERITI, & FRIENDS MAGAZINE SINCE 1965
SWOSU alumni, emeriti and friends gathered on the lawn of the historic Burton House for the 2019 summer picnic.
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SWOSU Football Alumni & Friends Host Tournament
Gungoll Jackson





Magill Insurance & Real Estate
Weatherford Press
Jett Distributing










Hot 2 Trot Trucking
Upholstery Unlimited
Qdoba
Butcher’s Wine & Spirits
Heintzelman Construction & Roofing, LLC
United Supermarkets
Sam’s Club
Mark & Elizabeth McLean
Alumni, emeriti and friends of SWOSU hosted the 2019 SWOSU Football Legacy Fund Golf Tournament.
The event took place at the Riverside Golf Course in Clinton.
Over 80 participants enjoyed a day of fun and fellowship in honor of SWOSU’s football heritage. Participants also learned how 
they can invest in the SWOSU Football Legacy Fund to help strengthen SWOSU’s football programs in the future.
The SWOSU Football Legacy Fund was established in 2015 by 2005 SWOSU alumnus Dustin Wall and 2006 SWOSU alumnus 
Michael Hart.
SWOSU is grateful to the sponsors who made the event possible including:
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SWOSU Receives 2019 Davis-McElmurry Distribution of Funds
SWOSU has received its annual distribution from the Davis-
McElmurry Testamentary Trust. The trust provides much-
needed resources each year to the university for scholarships.
Wilma (Davis) McElmurry of rural Custer County near Custer 
City passed away in 2005 at the age of 89 and designated 
SWOSU, Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation and Clinton 
Public Schools as beneficiaries of income from her charitable 
trust.
Each institution receives perpetual payments from the trust. 
Since April 2007, the trust has provided just under $818,000 to 
SWOSU to provide scholarships for needy students. At SWOSU, 
the awards are known as the Davis-McElmurry Scholarships.
“SWOSU continues to be extremely appreciative of this most 
generous gift,” said SWOSU President Dr. Randy L. Beutler. 
“Bulldogs today and tomorrow benefit from the thoughtfulness 
of the McElmurry Family.”
McElmurry earmarked 1/3 of the trust to SWOSU, 1/2 to the 
OMRF and 1/6 to Clinton Public Schools. The gifts to SWOSU and 
Clinton Public Schools are to be used for scholarships, while the 
OMRF is to use proceeds for heart and cancer research.
Both McElmurry and her husband, Bonnie, were long-time 
teachers at Clinton Public Schools. Mrs. McElmurry was a 1940 
SWOSU graduate. After retiring from teaching, they lived on the 
family farm north of Custer City where they became very active 
in farming.
Mrs. McElmurry graduated from Independence High School 
in 1933. She took a postgraduate course at Custer High School 
in 1934 and entered Southwestern State College in 1936. 
McElmurry taught at Arapaho until 1956 and then at Clinton 
until 1973. Mr. McElmurry graduated from Lake Valley School 
and attended Southwestern State College. He graduated from 
Oklahoma State University. He started teaching at Arapaho in 
1938 where he was principal for six years and superintendent 
for nine years. He later taught driver’s education classes at 
Clinton until his retirement.
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Bonnie McElmurry; Wilma (Davis) McElmurry (SWOSU Class of 1940); SWOSU Foundation, Inc. Executive Director Garrett King and C.B. Graft (SWOSU Class of 1963 and 2018 Distinguished 
Alumnus), Testamentary Trustee of the Davis-McElmurry Estate, meet regularly to evaluate the ongoing support SWOSU receives from the Davis-McElmurry Testamentary Trust.
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SWOSU 1901 Society Hosts Gatherings In 2019
Alumni, emeriti and friends of SWOSU gathered in the 
Dallas/Fort Worth (TX), Oklahoma City, and Tulsa areas 
at receptions hosted by the SWOSU 1901 Society.
The SWOSU 1901 Society is a giving society of 
charitable donors who contribute to the university on a 
monthly basis. Society members contribute a minimum 
of $19.01 per month and in turn receive membership in 
the SWOSU Alumni Association as well as invitations to 
exclusive events and gatherings.
The Dallas/Fort Worth reception for the SWOSU 1901 
Society was held at the Gleneagles Country Club and 
was generously sponsored by David Harper (SWOSU 
Class of 1981).
The Oklahoma City reception was held at the Jones 
Assembly and was generously sponsored by Bronson 
and Ashley Schubert (SWOSU Classes of 2010 and 2009, 
respectively).
The Tulsa reception was held at Roosevelt’s.
Alumni, emeriti and friends of Southwestern Oklahoma State University gathered in the Dallas/
Fort Worth (TX) area at a reception hosted by the SWOSU 1901 Society. The event was held at the 
Gleneagles Country Club.
Members of the SWOSU 1901 Society gathered at the Jones Assembly in Oklahoma City at a 
reception generously hosted by SWOSU alumni Bronson & Ashley Schubert.
Among the Southwestern Oklahoma State University alumni gathering in Tulsa for a SWOSU 1901 
Society reception were (from left) Clarke Hale (10), Kurt Winden (85), Jim Mitschke (64), Tonya 
Mitschke, Herb Genatowski (66), Trish Mapel, Thomas Mapel (02) and Jessica Perry (14).
48  |   ECHOES FROM THE HILL – VOL. 92 ISSUE 1
THE SWOSU ALUMNI,  
EMERITI, & FRIENDS MAGAZINE SINCE 1965
2019 SWOSU Athletic Auction & Benefit Dinner Raises Over $150,000
The SWOSU Athletic Association is 
pleased to announce that the 13th annual 
SWOSU Athletic Auction & Benefit Dinner 
held in the Pioneer Cellular Event Center 
raised over $150,000 in support of the 
university’s student-athletes and athletic 
programs.
Longtime SWOSU supporters ASAP 
Energy, Inc. and Pioneer Cellular served 
as Underwriting Sponsors for the 
gathering which has become SWOSU’s 
largest on-campus fundraising event 
each year.
SWOSU alumni, emeriti and friends 
generously donated 255 auction items 
with a total fair market valuation of just 
under $100,000. Nearly 400 attendees 
enjoyed this year’s gathering.
Jett Distributing Company and Ben E. 
Keith Company served as Hospitality 
Sponsors for the event, and Wright 
Wradio Network and WestOK Weekly 
served as the event’s Producing Sponsors.
“SWOSU is a stronger institution because 
of the charitable spirit of our donors,” 
said SWOSU President Dr. Randy L. 
Beutler. “We are truly grateful for the 
private investment so generously made 
in support of SWOSU’s student-athletes 
and athletic programs.”
Those generously serving as Table 
Sponsors included:
First National Bank & Trust Company




Mark & Elizabeth McLean Family
SWOSU President Randy Beutler
New Cordell Tag Agency
ProPetro Services
It’s All About Moi
BancFirst
SWOSU









Carl Hook & Jim Loomis Families
Circle C Printing
NAPA Weatherford
Longtime SWOSU supporters and SWOSU 
alumni Hinz Auction & Real Estate 
graciously volunteered as the event’s 
auctioneers.
SWOSU alumnus and 1901 Society 
member Jalen Dorsey (also known as “DJ 
Lite-Brite”) graciously volunteered as the 
event’s host and Master Of Ceremonies.
SWOSU Career Services Coordinator and 
alumnae Heather Hummel graciously 
volunteered as the event’s decorator.
Nate Downs, director of the Pioneer 
Cellular Events Center, and his team 
worked tirelessly with SWOSU alumnus 
Kyle Burrows of Burrows Pro Audio 
Visual to produce a spectacular and 
enjoyable event.
SWOSU Auxiliary Services Director and 
alumnae Radonna Sawatzky and her 
team served the evening’s delicious meal.
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SWOSU Welcomes Bob Mills Back to the Hilltop
SWOSU welcomed back 1969 graduate and 2001 Distinguished 
Alumnus Robert “Bob” Mills of Oklahoma City as a guest 
lecturer.
After graduation from Putnam City High School in Oklahoma 
City, Mills studied business and music at SWOSU until 
graduation in 1969. Struggling to find a job post-graduation, he 
received help from an old high school friend who placed him 
in a secretarial pool with five young ladies typing late payment 
notices at an insurance company. One of the insurance 
salespeople talked him into borrowing $25,000 from his mother 
to convert an old Safeway grocery into a furniture store. A year 
later, the partner left and since then Mills has grown the, once 
struggling, single-location furniture company into nine stores 
across Oklahoma and West Texas (including San Antonio).
Bob Mills Furniture currently employs nearly 500 people across 
Texas and Oklahoma. The company prides itself in allowing 
customers to shop and never be hounded by “shopper stalkers” 
just trying to sell something as their sales hosts work in a 
“commission free environment.”
During his visit to SWOSU, Mills shared his real-world expertise 
and facilitated an informative exchange with students who are 
currently studying in the Everett Dobson School of Business & 
Technology.
“I am delighted to return to my alma mater and spend time 
with the Bulldogs,” Mills said. “I learned so much on this 
Hilltop. My years at SWOSU laid the foundation for my future 
success.”
A committed civic and philanthropic leader, Mills and his wife, 
Margaret, are proud of their three children: Bryan, Tuesday, 
and Chris.
“SWOSU is honored to welcome back Bob Mills and to provide 
our students exposure to his tremendous business acumen and 
wisdom,” said SWOSU President Dr. Randy Beutler. “We are so 
proud to claim Bob and all of our Distinguished Alumni as part 
of the SWOSU family.”
Robert “Bob” Mills (right) of Oklahoma City, 1969 graduate and 2001 Distinguished Alumnus of Southwestern Oklahoma State University, was guest lecturer on the Weatherford campus. 
Mills is pictured with SWOSU President Randy Beutler.
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SWOSU Hosts 2019 Alumni & Friends Golf Tournament in Weatherford
The 2019 SWOSU Alumni & Friends Golf 
Tournament, which returned following 
an absence of several years, was hosted 
at Prairie West Golf Club in Weatherford. 
Thirteen teams participated in the 
tournament.
Participants in the tournament enjoyed a 
delicious luncheon generously furnished 
and served by the staff of First National 
Bank & Trust Company under the 
coordination of Herschel Brewster and 
Jarred Jones.
Magill Insurance Agency & Real Estate and 
1970 SWOSU alumnus (and sitting SWOSU 
Foundation, Inc. Trustee) Bruce Magill 
generously contributed to the tournament 
as Driving Range Sponsor.
ProPetro Services, Inc. and 2009 SWOSU 
alumnus Jordan Frosch generously 
contributed to the tournament as Cart 
Sponsor.
The following generously contributed to 
the Tournament as hole sponsors:
- Ben E. Keith Foods
- Mark & Elizabeth McLean Family
- United Country Heard Auction & Real 
Estate
- Big Rig Beef Jerky
- Debbie Shepherd State Farm Insurance
- BancFirst
- Berrong Insurance
- CJ’s Southwest Tire
- John & Linda Hays
- Nabors Shoe Center
- Legacy Bank
- Flex-Chem
- Marcus Wright Services
- Innovation Oil Tools, LLC.
- Mineral Marketing
- Wright Wradio
- UC Hunting Properties
“The SWOSU Alumni & Friends Golf 
Tournament is a beloved legacy event 
begun under the tenure of longtime 
SWOSU Foundation & Alumni leader and 
Vice President Jim Waites and we are 
delighted to bring it back,” said SWOSU 
President Randy L. Beutler. “We are glad 
that the participating teams enjoyed 
fellowshipping with each other and we are 
very grateful to the sponsors who made it 
possible.”
Winning first place honors in the 
tournament was the team comprised of:
Tony Louthan (SWOSU Class of 2000)
Clay Bruner (SWOSU Class of 2005)
Don Elwick
Brock McSperitt (SWOSU Class of 2000) 
Winning second place was the team 
comprised of:




Jim Waites (SWOSU Classes of 1969 and 1971) (from left) 
Buddy Burris (SWOSU Class of 1969), longtime SWOSU 
benefactor Richard Ratcliffe, and Skip Klingman (SWOSU 
Classes of 1967 and 1977) enjoy the 2019 SWOSU Alumni 
& Friends Golf Tournament.
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SWOSU Dedicates Timothy T. Day Business Enterprise Center
SWOSU Foundation Trustees, SWOSU President Randy Beutler and members of his leadership team, Bar-S employees 
and executives, and the Tim Day Family and Day Foundation representatives dedicate the Timothy T. Day Business 
Enterprise Center at SWOSU.
Leslie Day Pellillo, Timothy T. Day, Sandy Day and SWOSU Foundation, 
Inc. Executive Director Garrett King enjoy fellowship with SWOSU alumni 
employed by Bar-S during the luncheon generously furnished by the 
Timothy T. Day Foundation.
In 2019, SWOSU dedicated the Timothy T. Day Business 
Enterprise Center (Day BEC) with a celebration and ceremony.
In August 2018, SWOSU announced an exciting new 
collaboration with the Timothy T. Day Foundation, a non-profit 
organization based in Phoenix (AZ), dedicated to improving 
facilities and programs at educational institutions that 
strengthen free enterprise and economic development. The 
Timothy T. Day Foundation’s $300,000 investment in SWOSU 
has made possible much-needed capital improvements to the 
Day BEC physical plant and is allowing for expansion of the 
BEC’s workforce training programming and activities. The Day 
Foundation gift is also providing endowed funding to support 
ongoing needs of the Day BEC into the future.
Representatives of the Day Foundation joined members of the 
SWOSU community as well as over 45 SWOSU alumni who 
have been employed with Bar-S Foods. (Timothy Day was the 
principal founder of Bar-S Foods.) Participants in the dedication 
were treated to a luncheon prepared by SWOSU Auxiliary 
Services and generously furnished by the Day Foundation.
Bar-S Foods currently has an economic impact on western 
Oklahoma of over $200,000,000.
“The generous investment of the Timothy T. Day Foundation 
in the Day BEC allows our institution to more effectively equip 
local businesses to assess new technologies, to analyze markets, 
and to deliver needed internships and external experiences for 
our students. We are truly honored to join the family of causes 
that have benefitted from the philanthropic and visionary 
spirit of Tim and Sandy Day,” said SWOSU President Dr. Randy 
L. Beutler. “SWOSU is committed to improving the economic 
vitality of western Oklahoma. We know that our role as an 
institution extends beyond the classroom, and we prioritize 
providing support and assistance to the communities and 
entrepreneurs in our service area and beyond.”
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SWOSU Celebrates Fifth Anniversary of Bulldog Angels Fund
The SWOSU Bulldog Angels Fund was established by 2014 
SWOSU Distinguished Alumnus and Carnegie native Bill Howell 
to benefit SWOSU students in times of crisis.
In celebration of the fifth anniversary, over 50 SWOSU alumni, 
emeriti and friends gathered in the Pioneer Cellular Events 
Center at SWOSU and heard moving testimonials from some 
of the over 100 SWOSU students who have received assistance 
from the fund since its establishment. Participants in the 
event also heard remarks from SWOSU President Dr. Randy L. 
Beutler.
“The Bulldog Angels Fund has been a tremendous resource 
for our students during very difficult times,” Beutler said. “The 
entire SWOSU community is truly grateful to all of our generous 
donors who have made the fund’s mission possible and who 
have changed the lives of our Bulldogs.”
Participants in the celebration also dedicated a new Bulldog 
Angels monument commemorating the philanthropic spirit of 
the fund’s Founder-level investors. The Founder-level investors 
in the Bulldog Angels Fund include:
Bill, Deborah, & Blake Howell of Topanga, CA
L. R. & Judy Sights of Clinton
Evans & Davis Attorneys of Edmond
Okie Express Auto Wash
Great Plains Bank
Harvey & Jean Minton of Weatherford
Bruce & Terry Magill of Weatherford
Dennis Green & Mundy Berrong Green of Weatherford
Mike Muncy & Elizabeth Ryan of Oklahoma City
Blake & Janie Sonobe of Weatherford
Corky & Missy Heard of Clinton
Rick Skinner of Weatherford
Kelley Jewelers of Weatherford
Joe Anna Hibler of Weatherford
Jim & Freda Mogg of Hydro
Darell & Debbie Shepherd of Weatherford
SWOSU Assistant to the President and Director of Institutional 
Advancement Garrett King said the Bulldog Angels Fund is 
a vital resource when all other options for assistance are 
exhausted or unavailable. The Bulldog Angels Fund may mean 
the difference in a student being able to continue learning at 
SWOSU or having to leave the campus due to external financial 
pressures.
Since its founding five years ago, the Bulldog Angels Fund 
has steadily made grants enabling struggling SWOSU students 
to move forward. Student organizations and groups on the 
SWOSU campus have enthusiastically made the Bulldog Angels 
Fund a priority for fundraising and advocacy.
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SWOSU alumni, emeriti and friends celebrated the fifth 
anniversary of the SWOSU Bulldog Angels Fund at a dinner 
in the Pioneer Cellular Events Center on the Weatherford 
campus (left). SWOSU Bulldog Angels Fund Founder-level 
Investor Terry Magill of Weatherford contributes to the 
fund using the Bulldog Angels Fund Monument located in 
the lobby of the Pioneer Cellular Events Center (right).
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Gifts Made to SWOSU Bulldog Angels Fund
Jim and Freda Mogg of Hydro (pictured left) and Darell and 
Debbie Shepherd of Weatherford (pictured right) made 
generous contributions to the SWOSU Bulldog Angels Fund in 
Weatherford.
Jim, a 1971 SWOSU graduate and 1999 SWOSU Distinguished 
Alumnus and the 32nd inductee into the SWOSU Presidential 
Order of Merit, served two terms as Chair of the SWOSU 
Foundation, Inc. Board of Trustees before departing the Board 
in late 2017. Jim served as Group Vice-President and Chief 
Development Officer and Advisor to the Chairman at Duke 
Energy Corporation. He currently sits on the corporate boards 
of ONEOK, HighPoint Resources and Matrix Service Company.
Freda and Jim enjoy spending time with their children and 
grandchildren and are deeply involved with the Hydro United 
Methodist Church.
“SWOSU is deeply honored by this latest investment in our 
students from Jim and Freda Mogg,” said SWOSU President Dr. 
Randy L. Beutler. “Our entire institution continues to benefit 
from these faithful and generous benefactors.”
The Shepherds are both SWOSU alumni and longtime 
benefactors of the institution. Darell generously provides 
free photography at numerous university events, and Debbie 
currently is serving a second term as a trustee of the SWOSU 
Foundation, Inc. 
“SWOSU is deeply honored by this latest investment in our 
students from Darell and Debbie Shepherd,” said SWOSU 
President Dr. Randy L. Beutler. “Our entire institution continues 
to benefit from these faithful and generous friends.”
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SWOSU Foundation, Inc. Names Ferrell, DeFehr, and Russell 
to Board of Trustees
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David Ferrell of Amber, Jeff DeFehr of Weatherford, and Mark 
Russell of Elk City have been named to the Board of Trustees 
of the Southwestern Oklahoma State University (SWOSU) 
Foundation, Inc.
Ferrell (SWOSU Class of 1995) serves as president and chief 
operations officer of Bank of Commerce, a full-service locally 
owned community bank with approximately $300 million in 
assets and locations in Duncan, Chickasha, Lawton, Anadarko 
and Carnegie.  He serves as a director on both the Bank of 
Commerce and Commerce Bancorp Boards. Ferrell previously 
served as director and executive vice president/market 
president of Caddo and Grady Counties since joining the bank 
in 2014. 
Ferrell has over 20 years of experience in commercial and 
agricultural lending and was previously vice chair and chief 
executive officer of Anadarko Bank & Trust in Anadarko. 
He holds a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration and 
Finance from SWOSU, a Master’s of Business Administration 
from Cameron University, and graduated with honors from 
the Southwest Graduate School of Banking at Louisiana State 
University. He currently serves as a regent for the University of 
Science and Arts of Oklahoma.  He has been actively involved 
in leadership positions for numerous boards within the 
communities in which he has served and across the state.
Ferrell has been assigned to the Foundation’s Finance and 
Audit Committees.
DeFehr (SWOSU Class of 1990) is a co-owner of Western 
Equipment, a 101 year-old John Deere dealership with 14 
locations and 400 employees in Oklahoma, Texas and New 
Mexico. DeFehr and his wife, Melanie, reside in Weatherford. 
They are the proud parents of three children: Will (SWOSU 
Class of 2015), Zoie and Ross. DeFehr sits on the governing 
board of the Stafford Air & Space Museum Foundation, Inc. He 
is a Deacon at the First Baptist Church of Weatherford where 
he and his family are active members.
Russell (SWOSU Class of 1986) is chief executive officer (CEO) 
of Great Plains Bank, a high-performing community bank with 
$750 million in assets and 21 locations. In his tenure as CEO, 
Russell has led the organization into a period of unprecedented 
growth, expanding into new markets across the state of 
Oklahoma and Texas, as well as establishing a new corporate 
headquarters in Oklahoma City.
Russell serves as a board member for the Community Bankers 
Association of Oklahoma and the Wichita National Life 
Insurance Company. He previously served on the Oklahoma 
Bankers Association Board of Directors and as a Trustee of the 
Graduate School of Banking of the South at Louisiana State 
University. Russell resides in Elk City with his wife, Tammy. 
His son, Tyler Russell, lives in Odessa (TX) and his daughter, 
Madison Russell Smith, and son-in-law Denver Smith live in 
Milford (CT).
Both DeFehr and Russell have been assigned to the 
Foundation’s Investments Committee.
“We are very pleased that David Ferrell, Jeff DeFehr, and Mark 
Russell will be joining the Foundation’s Board of Trustees,” 
said SWOSU Foundation, Inc. Board of Trustees Chair Dianne 
Hunter (SWOSU Classes of 1986 & 1990) of Edmond. “Their 
diverse experiences and expertise will help the Foundation to 
fulfill its purpose of advancing SWOSU during the university’s 
second century.”
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SWOSU Welcomes Rick Shelby Back to Hilltop
Southwestern Oklahoma State University (SWOSU) with locations in Weatherford 
and Sayre welcomed back 1970 graduate and 1980 Distinguished Alumnus 
Richard “Rick” Shelby of McLean (VA) as a guest lecturer.
Shelby studied psychology and political science at SWOSU and served as student 
body president.
Shelby serves as Counsel to Capitol Hill Consulting Group.  An experienced 
political veteran both on and off Capitol Hill, Shelby is active in state politics and 
maintains strong working relationships with governors, lieutenant governors, 
attorneys general and other state officials across America.
A native of Chickasha, Shelby served under former U. S. Senator Dewey Bartlett 
and was elected State Chairman of the Oklahoma Republican Party in 1977. Shelby 
was Deputy Director of White House Personnel under President Ronald Reagan.
He has worked with elected officials including U.S. Senator Don Nickles, U.S. 
Senator Paul Coverdell, U.S. Senator Jim Inhofe, Congressman Jim McCrery, 
Congressman Ed Whitfield, Congressman Bob Barr, Congressman Bill Emerson, 
Congresswoman Jo Ann  Emerson and Congressman Jack Buechner. 
During his visit to SWOSU, Shelby shared his real-world expertise and facilitated 
an informative exchange with students who are currently studying in the SWOSU 
Department of Social Sciences.
“What a joy to return to my alma mater and visit with the Bulldogs!” Shelby said. 
“I learned so much on this Hilltop. My years at SWOSU laid the foundation for my 
future success.”
Shelby and his wife, Penny, have three children and live in McLean. He was a 
captain in the United States Marine Corps and previously served on the Board of 
Directors of the Student Loan Marketing Association (SALLIE MAE), the Private 
Enterprise Foundation, and U.S. English.  He currently serves on the Board of 
Directors of BIPAC, American Council for Capital Formation, Canadian American 
Business Council, GOPAC, and AgAMERICA.
“SWOSU is honored to welcome back Rick Shelby and to provide our students 
exposure to his tremendous wisdom honed by decades of public service at the 
highest levels of government and political activism,” said SWOSU President Dr. 
Randy Beutler. “We are so proud to claim Rick and all of our Distinguished Alumni 
as part of the SWOSU family.”
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SWOSU Names Kamry Widney 2019-20 Gerald D. Daugherty 
Memorial Scholar
Southwestern Oklahoma State University (SWOSU) student 
Kamry Widney of Watonga has been named the 2019-
20 Gerald D. Daugherty Memorial Scholar by the SWOSU 
Foundation, Inc., in Weatherford.
Widney is an elementary education major at SWOSU.
“Gerald Daugherty led a remarkable life, and we are so 
grateful to his family and friends for their charitable 
investment which has made the scholarship in his name 
possible,” said SWOSU President Dr. Randy Beutler. 
“Congratulations to Kamry Widney on being named the 2019-
20 Gerald D. Daugherty Memorial Scholar!”
Daugherty’s story began humbly on a farm in the Oak Ridge 
community southeast of Watonga, where he rode his horse 
to school and back daily. During his time as a student at 
Watonga Public Schools, Daugherty bonded with his football 
coach, Dean Wild (SWOSU Class of 1935). Wild was a role 
model and father figure to Daugherty, who tragically lost his 
own father at the age of 8, and Daugherty credited Wild with 
inspiring him to become a teacher and coach.
After graduating from Watonga High School at 16, Daugherty 
went to work in the Wyoming oil fields and was preparing 
to enlist during the Korean War when Wild encouraged him 
to try out for the football team at Southwestern Oklahoma 
State College in Weatherford. The rest, as they say, is history. 
Daugherty arrived on campus with $1 in his pocket, but 
thanks to work he had as a lifeguard and janitor, along with 
a scholarship arranged by SWOSU President Dr. Al Harris, 
Daugherty was able to enjoy a successful football career 
as a Bulldog center and linebacker under Coach Joe Bailey 
Metcalfe and Assistant Coach J .W. Cole.
Daugherty earned his Bachelor of Arts from SWOSU in 1954 
and a Master’s degree in Education in 1965. Following the 
end of his undergraduate years at Southwestern, Daugherty 
coached at Weatherford under Coach Steve Graham (SWOSU 
Class of 1947) and followed Graham to a coaching role in 
Clovis, N.M., which is where Daugherty was in 1962 when he 
received an offer he called “irresistible,” the chance to return 
to Watonga to coach the Eagles football team. 
Daugherty coached at Watonga from 1962-1974, departing the 
football field to serve in educational administration for over 
a decade. Daugherty’s first major administrative role was as 
superintendent of Seiling Public Schools, where for
10 years he led the Dewey County school district. Notably, 
during his time at Seiling, Daugherty established special 
education programming and led the district to be named 
anAll-American School.
He retired in 1991 after serving a successful three-year tenure 
as superintendent of Watonga Public Schools.
During his record-setting time leading the Watonga football 
program, Daugherty led the Eagles to their second-ever 
state football championship. This was particularly satisfying 
to Daugherty who had played on the school’s first-ever 
state football championship team. Daugherty was named 
High School Coach of the Year by the Daily Oklahoman in 
1971 after winning the state championship, and during his 
coaching career was one of only eight football coaches in the 
United States honored by the National High School Athletic 
Coaches Association.
He was inducted into the Oklahoma Coaches Association Hall 
of Fame.  
After his retirement from public education, Daugherty 
enjoyed volunteering with the Watonga Church of Christ, 
reading history, drinking coffee with his usual early morning 
group, making stained-glass art, and traveling with his family 
and friends. Daugherty passed away in October 2015 and is 
buried at Watonga.
The Gerald D. Daugherty Memorial Scholarship Fund was 
established in 2015 by Daugherty’s wife, Veva Tolbert 
Daugherty, at the request of many of Gerald’s neighbors 
and former students who wanted to honor their late friend, 
colleague and role model. The fund provides much-needed 
scholarships to SWOSU students with a preference given to 
those students who, like Gerald, graduated from Watonga 
Public Schools.
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Paula Jeanne Horsburgh Memorial Scholarship 
Awarded to SWOSU Student Natalee Karcher
Southwestern Oklahoma State University (SWOSU) student 
Natalee Karcher of Perry has been named the 2019-20 
Paula Jeanne Horsburgh Memorial Scholar by the SWOSU 
Foundation, Inc., in Weatherford.  
Karcher is a biological sciences major with a minor in 
chemistry. In addition to her class schedule, Karcher serves 
in the SWOSU Student Senate and Eta Iota Sigma. She is a 
member of the SWOSU President’s Leadership Class.
“Congratulations to Natalee on being awarded the Paula 
Jeanne Horsburgh Memorial Scholarship,” said SWOSU 
President Dr. Randy L. Beutler. “The late Paula Horsburgh 
was a beloved graduate of our university and an active and 
generous part of the local community. SWOSU is humbled 
and honored that the Horsburgh and Bartmann families have 
generously continued to make possible this scholarship that 
provides much-needed assistance to students at Paula’s alma 
mater.”
Paula Jeanne (Meckel) Horsburgh was born on October 22, 
1944, in Pittsburgh (PA); she passed away on December 31, 
2014. She spent her first seven years in Oakmont (PA) and 
later moved to Parma (OH) where she graduated from high 
school and became an LPN, graduating from the Lakewood 
Hospital School of Nursing.
She was united in marriage to James “Jim” H. Horsburgh on 
September 11, 1965, in Cleveland (OH). Jim and Paula later 
moved to Boulder (CO) where they worked and attended the 
University of Colorado. In 1973, they moved to Weatherford, 
where they made their home and raised their two children, 
Jimmy and Katie. Paula taught in the Weatherford Public 
Schools for a decade. Paula was well known for her 
passionate commitment to assisting homeless and neglected 
animals and devoted many volunteer hours to that cause.
Paula had a rich history at SWOSU, earning both a B.A. in 
Sociology in 1979 and an M.A. in Education in 1992 from 
SWOSU; her husband, Jim, served as an instructor in the 
then-SWOSU School of Business Finance from 1973-1978. 
Paula was an active parishioner of St. Eugene’s Catholic 
Church in Weatherford and, in this capacity, she served on 
the College Students Luncheon Committee where she touched 
the lives of many different SWOSU students over the years.
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Families Named to SWOSU Planned Giving Society
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Dr. Randy L. Beutler, president of SWOSU, is pleased to 
announce that Gary and Linda Wilburn (SWOSU Class of 1997) 
of Weatherford (pictured left) and Dr. Lyndon D. Boyer and his 
wife, Jerri Fancher Boyer (Summer Class of 1947) of Ponca City 
(pictured right) have been named to the SWOSU Tomorrows 
planned giving society.
The Wilburns and Boyers have generously made provision for 
SWOSU in their estate planning. Their thoughtful investment in 
SWOSU will be used to provide scholarship support to SWOSU’s 
students.
“SWOSU stands firmly on the Hilltop today because of visionary 
private investors and partners like the Wilburn and Boyer 
families,” said Beutler. We are honored that they have chosen to 
include our institution in their estate planning. Their foresight 
will enable SWOSU students far into the future to pursue higher 
living and higher learning and to help make the world a better 
place.”
The Wilburns provision pays tribute to their son, the late Orbie 
DeWayne Wilburn (pictured center). The Orbie DeWayne 
Wilburn Memorial Scholarship Fund was established in 2004 
to provide scholarship support to Weatherford High School 
graduates who choose to pursue higher education at SWOSU.
“We consider it a privilege to assist SWOSU and facilitate the 
institution’s mission to provide quality learning experiences 
and opportunities for all,” the Wilburns said. “Our son was a 
proud SWOSU Bulldog.”
Orbie was born May 31, 1983, in Weatherford. A graduate 
of Weatherford High School, Orbie was an outstanding 
state championship athlete and trap shooter as well as an 
accomplished student and dedicated volunteer. Orbie was 
joyfully pursuing his higher education at SWOSU and had 
just commenced his freshman year of study when a senseless 
tragedy ended his promising life on September 2, 2002.
The Boyers are proud parents, grandparents and great-
grandparents. All of their children and grandchildren are 
college graduates. Jerri studied business at SWOSU (BS) and Lyn 
majored in chemical engineering at Kansas State University 
(BS) and the University of Oklahoma (PhD). Dr. Boyer worked 
at Phillips66 and CONOCO and Mrs. Boyer was employed at 
Phillips66.
“We consider it a privilege to assist SWOSU and other 
educational institutions,” the Boyers said. “We would not 
be where we are today without our higher educational 
experiences.”
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Cohlmia Family Endowed Fund Established at SWOSU
In 2019, SWOSU announced the creation of the Cohlmia Family 
Endowed Fund. The fund is generously endowed by George 
and Karla Cohlmia of Edmond. George and Karla have two 
adult children, Adam (and his wife Alexandra) and Kasey, and 
two grandchildren. Their entire family is active at St. Elijah 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church in Oklahoma City.
George is a 1974 alumnus of SWOSU where he studied 
chemistry and was named Outstanding Senior Male. He is 
currently an investment adviser with Full Sail Capital. Prior to 
joining Full Sail, George was fully licensed and registered as 
a managing director for Waypoint Investment Group of Wells 
Fargo Advisors. His tenure at Wells Fargo was marked with 
numerous accomplishments and firm accolades including 
being named as a Premier Advisor for over 20 years and 
serving as a member of the Director’s Council of Wells Fargo 
Advisors.
George was also named as one of Oklahoma Magazine’s 
Top Financial Advisors in 2008. George has served in the 
investment management and advisory industry since 1983. 
George has remained involved in his community throughout 
his career. Currently, he serves on the Board of
Directors of the YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City. He has 
previously served in a host of other roles including president 
of the Edmond Public Schools Board of Education, Board of 
Directors for the Port Authority of the Greater Oklahoma City 
Area, president of Quail Creek Golf & Country Club, and Board 
of Trustees for St. Elijah Orthodox Christian Church.
He currently serves as 1st vice-chair and chair-presumptive of 
the SWOSU Foundation, Inc. Board of Trustees, where he also 
serves as chair of the Investments Committee.
Karla is a lifetime member of St. Elijah Church, being a great-
granddaughter of the church’s first priest. She has especially 
enjoyed singing in the choir for many years, joining the 
Antiochian Women’s Group and serving on numerous other 
St. Elijah philanthropic committees. Over the years, she has 
remained involved with St. Elijah’s youth, and many other 
community outreach programs. 
Karla is a graduate of John Marshall High School in Oklahoma 
City and earned her undergraduate degree in finance from 
the University of Oklahoma (OU). After leaving OU, Karla was 
employed with Continental Plastics Manufacturing, but at an 
early age retired to care for her children and devote time as 
a civic volunteer with the Junior League of Oklahoma City. In 
addition to over a decade of service to the Junior League, Karla 
has been a steadfast volunteer with Edmond Public Schools.
Karla and George are enthusiastic patrons of The Regional 
Food Bank of Oklahoma, Edmond Public Schools, YMCA of 
Greater Oklahoma City, Suited for Success, and The Education 
& Employment Ministry (TEEM). 
The Cohlmia Family Endowed Fund is dedicated to providing 
long-term, ongoing support to the President’s Leadership Class 
(PLC) at SWOSU.
“We are truly honored by this visionary investment in our 
prestigious President’s Leadership Class on the part of George 
and Karla Cohlmia,” said SWOSU President Dr. Randy L. 
Beutler. “The charitable support of the Cohlmias and others like 
them allows us to perpetuate and enhance the SWOSU legacy 
of producing quality graduates who are leading and serving 
across diverse professional fields and walks of life. SWOSU is 
deeply grateful to George and Karla for their generosity and 
commitment to our institution.”
The SWOSU PLC is a four-year leadership program for top 
SWOSU students. The program was founded in 2006. Each 
year approximately 15 of SWOSU’s top entering freshmen 
are selected to be PLC Scholars. Each scholar is awarded a 
scholarship and receives four years of leadership training that 
fosters both intellectual and personal growth. PLC develops 
SWOSU students into mature individuals who will have a 
profound understanding of leadership and its responsible 
application within organizations, communities and society. 
The PLC’s curriculum allows scholars to develop leadership 
skills through weekly lectures given by staff, business and 
community leaders, discussion groups, group projects, 
community service, and internships.
George and Karla Cohlmia (third 
and fourth from left) of Edmond 
has established the Cohlmia Family 
Endowed Fund with Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University. Other 
members of the family are (from left) 
daughter Kasey Cohlmia; grandson 
Charlie Cohlmia; granddaughter Sophie 
Cohlmia; daughter-in-law Alexandra 
Cohlmia; and son Dr. Adam Cohlmia. 
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Six Inducted into SWOSU Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame
Carl Hook of Norman attended Thomas Public Schools prior to 
moving to Weatherford for high school. At SWOSU, he studied 
chemistry, math and biology. Hook’s parents and older sibling 
were alumni of SWOSU, and his uncle, Thomas pharmacist Bert 
Brundage, was instrumental in the establishment of the SWOSU 
College of Pharmacy. Hook earned an M. D. from the University 
of Oklahoma College of Medicine in 1970. Hook undertook 
surgical training at St. Anthony’s Hospital and specialty training 
in otorhinolaryngology at the University of Oklahoma Health 
Sciences Center. Following just under three decades of private 
medical practice, Hook became President, Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO), and Chairman of Physicians Liability Insurance 
Company (PLICO), a firm owned by the Oklahoma State 
Medical Association (OSMA) that functions as the dominant 
provider of medical professional liability insurance in the State 
of Oklahoma. In 2015, Hook negotiated the sale of PLICO to 
The Medical Protective Company (whose parent company is 
Berkshire Hathaway), the largest medical liability insurer in 
the United States. Although retired from active management 
as of 2017, Hook continues to serve as Chairman of the PLICO 
Advisory Board of Physicians. Hook is Past Chair of the SWOSU 
Foundation, Inc. Board of Trustees. Hook and his wife, the 
former Sandra Combs, married while attending SWOSU. 
Married for over 54 years, the Hooks are proud parents of two 
and grandparents of five. The Hooks are active members of 
McFarlin Memorial United Methodist Church.
Gina Scott Ligon of Papillion (NE) graduated from Weatherford 
Public Schools and studied psychology at SWOSU. Ligon went 
to the University of Oklahoma where she completed her Ph. 
D. in 2004. Ligon holds the Jack and Stephanie Koraleski 
Chair of Collaboration Science and is an Associate Professor 
of Organizational Behavior at the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha (UNO). Ligon also holds faculty appointments at UNO 
in Industrial and Organizational (IO) Psychology, Criminology, 
and IT Innovation. Ligon’s research has been recognized in 
the New York Times, Vice News, Business Insider, and Omaha 
World Herald for content about applying IO Psychology to 
understand terrorist groups. Since 2013, Ligon has briefed 
at the Pentagon and Department of Homeland Security over 
40 times, sharing her research on leaders, organizational 
structure, and recruitment strategies for groups such as al 
Qaeda, the Islamic State and the Taliban. In 2015, Ligon trained 
DoD planners on the nature of ISIS and what its organizational 
vulnerabilities were using the psychology training she received 
at SWOSU. Ligon is part of the Department of Homeland 
Security Centers of Excellence, Department of Defense Strategic 
Multilayer Assessment Group, Nebraska Public Policy Center, 
and the National Strategic Research Institute. Ligon is also a 
non-resident fellow for the George Washington University 
Program on Extremism, where she presents on panels 
in Washington DC about the nature of violent ideological 
leadership and organizations. Ligon is currently the Editor of 
the Taylor & Francis journal Dynamics of Asymmetric Conflict 
Journal: Pathways toward Terrorism and Genocide. Ligon and 
her husband, United States Air Force Lieutenant Colonel Derek 
Ligon, are proud parents of two.
Kelli Litsch of Weatherford graduated from Thomas Public 
Schools where she set the record for most points scored by any 
player—male or female—in Oklahoma high school basketball 
history. Litsch followed in the footsteps of her father, Jim, 
and mother, Peggy, and attended SWOSU where she studied 
education. In her freshman year at SWOSU, Litsch led the 
Lady Bulldogs to an undefeated 34-0 season and national 
championship. She would then lead the Lady Bulldogs to 
national championships in 1983 and 1985. Litsch was the first 
NAIA student-athlete to be named to the All-American First 
Six individuals were inducted into SWOSU’s  Distinguished  
Alumni Hall of Fame during 2019 Convocation ceremonies  
on the Weatherford campus. They are:
Carl Hook, Class of 1967
Gina Scott Ligon, Class of 2000
Kelli Litsch, Classes of 1985 & 1986
Jim Litsch, Class of 1956 (posthumous)
James Utterback, Classes of 1978 & 1979
Tom Weichel, Class of 1964
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Team four times. Litsch ended her time as a SWOSU student-
athlete with an historic 129-5 record as the NAIA all-time 
record holder in points scored at 2,700. Following completion of 
her undergraduate and graduate work at SWOSU, Litsch served 
as Assistant Women’s Basketball Coach and helped lead the 
team to championships in 1987 and 1990. In 1995, Litsch was 
named SWOSU Assistant Athletic Director, a post from which 
she directed the institution’s compliance with NCAA and other 
applicable regulatory regimes. Litsch retired in 2014. She is an 
inductee of the SWOSU Athletic Hall of Fame (1990), NAIA Hall 
of Fame (1991), Oklahoma Sports Hall of Fame (2004), Women’s 
Basketball Hall of Fame (2005) and the Dewey County Hall 
of Fame (2013). Litsch serves on the Board of Directors of the 
SWOSU Athletic Association.
The late Jim Litsch of Fay studied education at SWOSU. During 
his time as a student-athlete at SWOSU, Litsch played basketball 
for the university’s inaugural NAIA national basketball 
tournament team under the legendary Coach Rankin Williams. 
Litsch was a model of consistency and discipline and set a 
number of records for the university. Following his graduation 
from SWOSU in 1956, Litsch served over three decades in 
the classroom and as an administrator in public education 
in school districts at Fay and Thomas. Litsch was an early 
volunteer and leader within the SWOSU Alumni Association 
but it was in formation of the SWOSU Athletic Association that 
he left his mark as a “Founding Father” and as one of SWOSU’s 
most faithful, enthusiastic supporters (along with his wife, 
Peggy, also a 1956 SWOSU alumnus). A 1999 inductee into 
the SWOSU Athletic Hall of Fame, Litsch was posthumously 
honored with the Cecil Perkins Service Award by the SWOSU 
Athletic Association in 2017. Litsch and Peggy were proud 
parents of Kelli (SWOSU Classes of 1985 & 1986) and Staci 
(SWOSU Class of 1996) and grandparents of Luke Lewallen 
(SWOSU Class of 2018) and Trent Lewallen (current SWOSU 
student).
James Utterback of Seminole studied psychology at SWOSU, 
earning undergraduate and graduate degrees. He holds a 
Ph.D. from the University of Northern Colorado. Utterback was 
the fourth and longest-serving president of Seminole State 
College (SSC). Under his leadership from 1997 to 2017, SSC 
more than doubled the size of its campus, expanded academic 
and athletic programs, developed international partnerships 
and set record student enrollments. Numerous new buildings 
and sports facilities were constructed during his tenure, 
which also included a three-fold increase in federal funding. 
Utterback has authored or co-authored eight journal articles, a 
book chapter and has made roughly three dozen professional 
presentations at national and international conferences in 
areas related to student development, gang violence, economic 
development, and diversity in higher education. With a strong 
record of civic and community service, Utterback was named 
the 2004 Seminole Citizen of the Year.  He was formerly Chair 
of both the Oklahoma Council of Two-Year College Presidents 
as well as the Council of Presidents. In 2018, he was inducted 
into the Oklahoma Higher Education Hall of Fame. Utterback 
has served on the American Association of Community 
Colleges (AACC) Governing Board as well as on AACC’s 
Commissions on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion; Workforce 
Development; and Global Education.  He was also a member 
of AACC’s Future Leaders Institute, which trained higher 
education administrators on how to ascend to an effective 
college presidency. He is a Past-Chair of both the Oklahoma 
Educational Television Authority (OETA) Board of Directors and 
the OETA Foundation.  He currently serves as the Vice-Chair of 
the Board of Directors of Alliance Health in Seminole and is on 
the Board of Directors of the Oklahoma Hall of Fame, Gaylord-
Pickens Museum and the Advisory Board of the Jasmine Moran 
Children’s Museum. Utterback is a member of the Choctaw 
Nation of Oklahoma.  Utterback met and began dating his wife, 
Karrie, during his freshman year at SWOSU.  They have been 
married for 36 years and are proud parents of two daughters, a 
son in law and one granddaughter.
Tom Weichel of Colony studied physics and math at SWOSU. 
Following his graduation, Weichel joined the National 
Aeronautics & Space Administration (NASA) where he served 
as a Flight Controller for, among many other professional 
achievements, the Gemini and Apollo missions. Weichel was 
Retrofire Officer in NASA Mission Control during the Apollo 
13 mission and for his service during that incredible drama, 
Weichel received the Presidential Medal of Freedom. After 
retiring from NASA, Weichel returned to Washita County, 
Oklahoma to farm and ranch and raise his family. He was 
employed with the Southwest Oklahoma Development 
Authority (SWODA) Community Action Program for over a 
decade and served just under 20 years with the Caddo-Kiowa 
Technology Center as an instructor and coordinator of the 
Center’s Educational Reform Program. Weichel was honored 
by Caddo-Kiowa as Outstanding Educator in 2004. Weichel sat 
on the governing board of the Weatherford Regional Hospital 
for 23 years and continues to sit on the governing board of 
Washita County Rural Water District #2 where he has served for 
43 years. Weichel has been active in the Colony Presbyterian 
Church his entire life.
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SWOSU Bestows Annual Emeriti Honors
Four former Southwestern Oklahoma State University (SWOSU) employees were honored by the SWOSU Alumni 
Association during a reception held in the Pioneer Cellular Events Center on the Weatherford campus.
The SWOSU Alumni Association Board of Directors voted in 2015 to begin recognizing former SWOSU employees 
annually and celebrating their contributions to the university.
SWOSU Alumni Association President Melanie Mouse (far left) and SWOSU President Randy Beutler (far right) congratulate the 2019 SWOSU Emeriti Honorees (from left) Vicki Gilliland, 
Charles “Skip” Klingman, Radwan Al-Jarrah and Terry Segress.
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The 2019 SWOSU Alumni Association Emeritus Award 
honorees include:
Radwan Al-Jarrah- Al-Jarrah was introduced at the reception 
by current Oklahoma State House District 57 Representative 
and SWOSU alumnus Harold Wright. Al-Jarrah joined the 
SWOSU faculty as a professor of mathematics in 1991.  He was 
selected as chair of the Department of Mathematics in 1995 
and dean of the College of Arts and Sciences in 2004.  Prior to 
his position at SWOSU, he served on the mathematics faculties 
of King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals in Saudi 
Arabia and Yarmouk University in Jordan and as a visiting 
professor at Ohio State University. 
During his career, he remained active in mathematics research 
that included approximation theory, orthogonal polynomials 
and numerical analysis. Al-Jarrah retired from SWOSU in 
March 2012.
Vicki Gilliland- Gilliland was introduced at the reception 
by SWOSU Vice President for Student Affairs Dr. Ruth Boyd. 
Gilliland joined SWOSU as an instructor in the Department 
of Education in 1986. During her tenure, Vicky mentored 
teacher candidates through every step of their professional 
journey—teaching their introductory course, Foundations of 
Education, and coordinating every clinical field experience 
along the way, culminating in their student teaching semester. 
She continued in her role as mentor, serving as a student 
teaching supervisor and a resident year supervisor. Gilliland 
orchestrated most of the high impact practices that positively 
influenced the preparatory program for all SWOSU student 
teachers, regardless of specific education major.
Gilliland communicated directly with the supervising 
classroom teachers and administrators in K-12 systems 
across the state and beyond. In any given semester, 
Gilliland coordinated with well over 200 K-12 partners. Her 
collaborative skill, gracious disposition, respect and support for 
all educators made her an ideal liaison for SWOSU.
Charles “Skip” Klingman- Klingman was introduced at the 
reception by SWOSU Provost & Vice President of Academic 
Affairs Dr. James South. Klingman was assistant professor of 
music and voice division coordinator at SWOSU.  During his 
tenure at SWOSU, he conducted Show Choir, Men’s Chorus, 
Chamber Choir and Southwestern Singers. He taught music 
education courses as well.  He organized and hosted show 
choir contests and both solo/ensemble and choral ensemble 
contests for OSSAA.  Klingman is a past president of the 
Oklahoma Music Educators Association and spent a total of 13 
years on the OkMEA governing board.
Klingman’s degrees include undergraduate and graduate 
degrees from SWOSU, and he completed coursework for 
the Doctor of Musical Arts at the University of Oklahoma. 
Klingman’s teaching experience included three years as a 
vocal music director in the Clinton Public Schools, 12 years in 
the Muskogee Public Schools and 27 years in the SWOSU Music 
Department. 
Klingman is married to fellow SWOSU alumnus Eleanor Jo 
Ross Klingman, who is a former SWOSU drum major and 
charter member of Tau Beta Sigma; “Jo” is retired from the 
math faculty of Weatherford High School. 
Terry Segress- Segress was also introduced at the reception 
by South. Segress taught over 40 years at SWOSU and served 
many years as Music Department chair. Segress founded 
the SWOSU Jazz Festival in 1971 and is an inductee of the 
Oklahoma Band Association Hall of Fame.
Segress is currently keyboardist with the Modern Oklahoma 
Jazz Orchestra, the Sounds of Music Jazz Orchestra and the 
Generations Quartet in Tulsa. Segress teaches private lessons 
at Palen Music, Collinsville High School and Verdigris High 
School. In 2020 alone, Segress will be directing the Green 
Country High School Honor Jazz Band, the 50th Annual 
SWOSU Alumni Jazz Band and the Small High School Honor 
Jazz Band. 
Segress is also “part time chauffeur” for his wife, Teresa, who 
calls on schools in Eastern Oklahoma and Western Arkansas 
for Palen Music. The Segresses live in Broken Arrow with their 
four dogs.
Previous SWOSU Alumni Association Emeritus Award 
honorees include:
2018:  Stuart Burchett, Les Crall, John Hays and Blake Sonobe
2017:  Jill Jones, Henry Kirkland, Jr. (posthumous), John Loftin 
and Randall Russell.
2016:  Dan Dill, Joe Anna Hibler, Mark Mouse (posthumous) 
and Bill Seibert.
2015:  Lamar Crall, Roger Egerton and Mona Jean Suter.
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First Name Maiden Name Last Name Hometown State Alumni Year
Edna Farmer Allen Taloga OK 1977
Meona’hane’e  Allrunner Cantonment OK 1978
Arthur   Armstrong  Lone Wolf OK 1965
Reba Busler Arthaud Eagle City OK 1963
Amy Snider Avera Clinton OK 1990
Edward  Babcock Sayre OK 1994
Kay Garver Banks  Reydon OK 
Tina Thornton Barns Altus OK 1987
James  Bear Mountain View  OK 
Paul  Belase Carnegie OK 1972
Jerry  Benson Watonga OK 1974
Frank  Birdwell Butler OK 1959
Arthur   Bivens  Seiling  OK 1970
Dorthy Debano Blevins Hinton OK 1955
Merle  Bonner Gould OK 1970
Nelda Alexander Bowers Sweetwater OK 
Farris  Brookman Ron OK 1954
James  Brown Union City OK 1977
Judith Braun Brown Hobart OK 1961
Deann Stinchcomb Campbell Minco OK 
L’Roy  Campbell Durant OK 1973
Deborah  Carey Oklahoma City OK 
William  Christensen Thomas OK 
Marla Ivins Clifton Watonga OK 1984
Stella Levine Davis Fort Cobb OK 2005
Robert  Decker Custer City OK 1953
Ruth Bergmann Dick Corn OK 
Michael Burgess Driscoll Vandalia IL 2000
Jack  Dungan Doxey OK 
George  Fowler Brinkman OK 1957
Deborah  Gale Weatherford OK 1974
Verna  Hunt Geiger Taloga OK 1993
Shannon  Gilmore El Reno OK 2008
Randy  Glasgow Temple OK 
Arlene Deaton Gore Taloga OK 1951
Cary  Gore Slidell LA 1968
Mervyn  Hackney Roosevelt OK 1960
Steven  Hale Cherokee OK 
Clark  Hall Texas City TX 1949
Frans  Hammons Thomas OK 1941
Darwin  Harding Gotebo OK 
Sandra Franklin Harris Sayre OK 1992
Kenneth  Haskin Mustang OK 
Edward  Hedrick El Reno OK 
Jeannette Harris Heiberger Snyder OK 
Jewel Butler Heilbron Hobbs NM 1936
Robert  Holmes Thomas OK 2008
Dorinda Holland Howes Tahlequah OK 1988
Cody  Huckaby Altus OK 1998
Carol Tharp Hudson Custer City OK 
Marcia Lee Jantz Custer City OK 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University considers all alumni, students, emeriti, faculty, and employees as a part of our history 
and our enduring legacy. We honor those who have departed from “the Hill” by recognizing them as “Our Forever Bulldogs”.
Please contact the SWOSU Office of Institutional Advancement at (580) 774-3267 to update our records.
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Donnie  Johnson Higgins OK 1972
May Ann Marks Johnson Sand Springs OK 
Michael  Johnson Hydro OK 1984
Paul  Kamphaus Canute OK 1966
Ronnie  Kauk Leedey OK 1972
Milton  Kirkpatrick Fay OK 
Frances  Kissler Weatherford OK 
Genevia  Koch Rural Greer County OK 1963
Charles  Kohl Watonga OK 
Juanita  LeGrand Sweetwater OK 1968
Betty Adams Leinen Gotebo OK 
Delitha  Lindsley El Reno OK 
Bonnie Hale Little Hinton OK 
Jacqueline  Ludrick Weatherford OK 1979
Keith  Marcy Clinton OK 1973
Galeela Wilson McCall Thomas OK 1969
Rodney  McPhearson Weatherford OK 1985
Robert  Meinert Lone Wolf OK 1971
Karen Fischer Muno Weatherford OK 
Coot  Nelson Watonga OK 1941
Leta Gleason Olson Seiling  OK 
Mary Maynard Page Weatherford OK 1962
Heather  Park Thomas OK 
Larry  Pennington Reydon OK 1969
Lori Hopkins Poppell Carter OK 
Jim  Porter Rockwell TX 
Nicky  Reed Sayre OK 
Thomas   Robertson Putnam OK 
Elissa Trevino Roundtree Hobart OK 
Orel  Sallaska Corn OK 1973
Mildred Randolph Sanders Hanson OK 
John  Sauer  Weatherford OK 1975
Jana  Scott Fay OK 1960
Geary   Seifried Seiling  OK 
Sharlyn Cowan Shepard Watonga OK 
Elbert  Shumaker Midway OK 1945
Dennis  Skinner Carnegie OK 1967
Clayton  Smith Canton  OK Student
Judy Piercy Smith Elk City OK 1997
Larry  Squires Dalhart OK 1963
Violet  Stephenson Carlton OK 
Charles  Tennessen Lady Smith WI 1969
Helen Roberts Tharp Custer City OK 
Marilyn Mercer Thigpen Vici OK 2007
Richard  Thrasher Watonga OK 
Vernie  Watson Weatherford OK 1979
Betty Cooper Westmoreland Greenfield OK 
Opal Hudson Williams Fredrick OK 1963
Edna Edward Willis  Hydro OK 1966
Larry  Willis  Hobart OK 1968
Donald  Wilson Hobart OK 1968
Holly Picard Winters Cordell OK 
Mary Edwards Wood La Mesa TX 
Raenell Herring Wray Tipton OK 
Zeb  Wright Shattuck OK 1991
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SWOSU Tomorrows is SWOSU’s society for 
generous partners who choose to remember 
the university in their estate planning.
Your charitable gift will provide vital support 
for our projects, activities and goals.
You can enjoy immediate or deferred tax 
benefits for you and your family, knowing 
your contribution will influence the well-
being of others far into the future.
We are a stronger university because of you!
SWOSU’s many alumni, emeriti, and friends worldwide 
continue to generously give of their resources to keep the 
university “Standing Firmly On The Hilltop.” There are 
numerous ways to impact SWOSU today and tomorrow.
For more information, please visit  
www.swosutomorrows.com
Learn more at www.GiveToSWOSU.com
You will find information about gift options, 
bequests, and charitable gift annuities.
The SWOSU Bulldog Excellence Fund 
provides grants for faculty development, 
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The SWOSU Bulldog Angels Fund is a vital 
resource for students when all other options for 
assistance are exhausted or unavailable.
The Bulldog Angels Fund was established by Bill, 
Deborah, and Blake Howell in 2014 to benefit SWOSU 
students in times of crisis. The Bulldog Angels 
Fund is a vital resource when all other options for 
assistance are exhausted or unavailable; indeed, the 
Bulldog Angels Fund may mean the difference in a 
student being able to continue learning at SWOSU, or 
having to leave the campus due to external financial 
pressures.
Since its founding the Bulldog Angels Fund has 
steadily made grants enabling struggling SWOSU 
students to move forward. Student organizations and 
groups on the SWOSU campus have enthusiastically 
made the Bulldog Angels fund a priority for 
fundraising and advocacy.
For more information, please visit  
www.swosutomorrows.com
Gifts to the Bulldog Angels Fund may be made online at 
 www.SWOSUBulldogAngels.com, or may be addressed to: 
SWOSU Foundation – Bulldog Angels Fund, E.I.N. 73-1024870,  
100 Campus Drive, Weatherford, Oklahoma 73096.

